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His Handiwork 
By Daisy Stevens 


HE peacefulness of twilight time, 
The splendor of the dawn, 
The cool, green freshness’ of the earth 
After the rain is gone; 
The golden sunset on the hill, 
The whiteness of the snow— 
Enjoy the beauty of the earth 
For God has made it so. 


s 


Just Trusting Him 


Too often our trust in God is mixed 
with what we think He ought to do, 
and is not a simple, childlike trust in 
Himself. This ‘important distinction 
was underlined in a letter that Betty 
Elliot. wrote to her family and her in- 
laws on the day before she, Rachel 
Saint, Dayuma, and other Auca women 
and children started on their trek into 
Auca territory. “I am glad for the con- 
fidence which your prayers give me,” 
she wrote. “It is immeasurable strength 
to know that so many are with us in 
this. ‘Thy promise is well tried, and 
thy servant loves it.’ This came in 
Psalm 119, after I had read the previous 
Psalm, which, you may remember, was 
given me when I went to the Curaray 
last year. Once more, I know that in- 
destructible peace which comes with 
the knowledge that I am in His hand. 
My faith has found its resting place— 
not in what I hope God will do, not in 


any specific thing which He has done or 
may do—but in Him. This abides, re- 
gardless of what happens. I wish I 
could write of all the tests of faith 
which have come just in the last ten 
days, since the women came out. I have 
been conscious that people must be 
praying, and I trust that the decisions 
made have been of His ordering. “My 
flesh and my heart may fail, but God is 
the strength of my heart and my portion 
forever.’ I fully expect the first clause 
to be my case—if my days on the Cur- 
aray were any foretaste of what these 
next weeks may be. But I just as fully 
expect the next clause to be realized, 
as it was then. Don’t forget that I can 
receive mail all right—they’ll be drop- 
ping it to us. But just how we'll get 
anything out of there for a while we do 
not know. So don’t worry. Perhaps I 
can get Ruth Keenan [M.AF. pilot’s 
wife] to drop you a line whenever 
Johnny goes over, just to let you know 
that things are O.K. But then, if she 
forgot it, you’d be sure I was dead! 
Well—start trusting the Lord. Not trust- 
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ing Him that I'll live, or that things 
will go well, just trusting Him. And 
don’t forget that wonderful word, ‘Who- 
so receiveth you receiveth me.’ If the 
Aucas receive us, may we not hope that 
it means they also receive Christ, 
though it may take a long time for them 
to realize it?” These words recall 
David's in the 39th Psalm when he said, 
“And now, Lord, what wait I for? my 
hope is in thee.” He was meditating on 
his own frailty and the shortness of life 
in the light of eternity, and it is as 
though he said, “I shall not wait to see 
how many times Thou wilt deliver me 
or how long I shall live, but I will trust 
Thee now, remembering who Thou 
art and Thy holiness, power, wisdom, 
mercy, and faithfulness.” Let us con- 
tinue to pray earnesty for Betty and 
Rachel and Dayuma as they seek to 
take the Gospel to the Aucas—killers 
of a husband, a brother, and relatives; 
and let us remember these lines of 
Frances Ridley Havergal’s lovely hymn, 


They who trust Him wholly 
Find Him wholly true. 


x 


Your 1958 Watch Night Meeting 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


ed © eo a watch night meeting 
again this year?” 

“Oh, yes! We always have a 
watch night meeting at our church.” 

“What kind are you going to have?” 

“What kind? Oh, you know, the 
regular thing. Food, fun, and fellow- 
ship, and a good time for all!” 

But it will take more than that to 
advance a work of the Spirit of God. 
The watch night meeting that God hon- 
ors is more like one of those meetings 
Christ had with His.disciples when He 
appeared among them in His resurrec- 


. tion body. Food, fun, and fellowship 


are hardly a substitute for such a season 
of prayer as the. apostles held, with 
prayer like that mentioned in Ephesians 
6: 18. 





Comfort for Dark Days 


“The Father of mercies . . . who 
comforteth us” (2 Cor. 1:3, 4). 





Real prayer works against the wicked 
interests of Satan. Nothing disturbs 
him like Christians in touch with 
Heaven. To accomplish his defeat, God 
must be brought into the spiritual bat- 
tle. 

On this watch night meeting of 1958, 
ministers must face up to this prayer- 
reviving duty. For if their people will 
not seek the face of God for themselves, 


convert the sinners. Saints who can- 
not prevail with God will never suc- 
ceed with people. And failing here, 
they will be as impotent as the Laodi- 
ceans and just as vulnerable to the re- 
buke of Christ. 

How shall we plan for a watch night 
Let us consider first the de- 


the great Head of the Church. 
not forget that we are His servants and 
that it is He who is to have His way 
the churches and not we ourselves. A 
real audience’ with the Lord, learning 
from Him as to the means, method, 
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and manner of conduct for your watch 
night meeting, is of the first importance. 
As His instruments, you must not be in 
dispute with your Lord, your owner and 
user. You are to do God’s work always 
in His time and way under the guidance 
and in the grace of the Spirit of God. 

But you ask, “Will the people come 
just for’ spiritual fellowship and 
prayer?” The answer is this: “The 
godly remnant will come.” These are 
your best people. These are the people 
God loves to bless. His “eyes ... are 
over the righteous, and his ears are 
open unto their prayers” (1 Pet. 3:12). 

It will do a minister a great deal of 
good to see just how many of his offi- 
cers, workers, and members have a real 
interest in the Lord and revival. This 
could be the start of revival. Gideon’s 
reduced number was not a bad sign. 
A minister is best able to appraise the 
spiritual state of his people by seeing 
how much interest they have in spir- 
itual things. 

Take heart, brethren. There are more 
members interested in real prayer meet- 
ings than we are likely to think. Offi- 
cers and members who have concern 
for the salvation of members of their 
households are more numerous than 
even a minister supposes. Sunday 
school teachers exercised in soul for 
the conversion gf their pupils, and 
young people’s workers who know the 
slips and stains of teen-agers, have 
more of a real concern for their salva- 
tion than is generally realized. 

Older Christians, too, who have lived 
through times when sinners were defi- 
nitely seeking the Lord; are found in 
most of our evangelical congregations. 
They want to see a real spiritual awak- 
ening. Food, fun, and fellowship do 
not interest them very much. 

Elderly Christians are, moreover, 
keen in their appraisal of current Chris- 
tian programs. Some,.I know, are giv- 
ing their money to soul-saving enter- 
prises instead of to the familiar work 
of their congregations. One old lady of 
means rebuked her pastor gently by 
saying, “Why, pastor, you haven’t had a 
convert since you came to us.” ; 

Now, is not the main work of the 
minister to get souls to turn to God 
from Satan? Unless Satan is dethroned 
and Christ enthroned as rightful mon- 
arch, ministers have labored in vain. 
Their main work is to turn men “from 
darkness to light, and from the power 
of Satan unto God, that they may re- 
ceive ... inheritance among them which 
are sanctified by faith that is in me” 
(Acts 26:18). 

Their second best work is the sancti- 
fication of the justified. If a minister 
can’t get his people to love the Word, 
take keener interest in prayer and wit- 
ness for Christ, and bring up their 
children in the fear of God, he is a 
failure. The church where this situa- 
tion holds true will wane, and its min- 
istries will be in vain. 

Spiritual gains give a minister not 
only commendation from God, but 


blessings from a happy, useful people. 
Brethren, take seriously the great spir- 
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itual opportunity of watch night for 
reviving the work of God. Otherwise, 
we shall never reach that happy, 
blessed experience of revival which is 
the best thing that can ever happen to 
any church. 

How can a minister have a watch 
night meeting that will definitely pro- 
mote revival in the church? The an- 
swer is found in the Word. Here we 
have the pattern of revival for the 
Church age. 
isters their answer to this question. We 
shall not find that pattern in Pentecost 
—that was the fruitage of a previous 
revival. The pattern appeared in the 
infant church during the forty days the 
risen Saviour went out and: in among 
those first disciples. All connected with 
that period give ministers the clue as to 
how they can promote revival in their 
congregations. Here are _ the facts 
briefly stated. Let them be deeply im- 
pressed upon us. 

1. The disciples had lost the actual 
presence of Christ in their assemblies. 

2. They realized more than ever that 
the world about them was more wicked 
and hateful than they had ever thought. 

3. They all mourned and wept over 
their sad situation, and most of all over 
losing Christ from their assemblies. 

4. They, therefore, met frequently for 
consolation and counsel. 

5. They experienced a few rising 
hopes but had grave, persistent fears. 

6. They were graciously and suddenly 
surprised by the asteunding presence of 
Christ among them. 

7. They were immediately united in 
faith, hope, and love. 

(Continued on page 885) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Will the Church Go 
Through the Tribulation? 


Tue Sunpay ScHoot Trmes has been 
a part of my life and home for many 
years and I have always felt that your 
stand on Christian issues and doc- 
trines was to be relied on. In view 
of this, I was more than a bit disap- 
pointed in the seeming lack of defi- 
niteness and seeming lack of convic- 
tion which I felt to be the prevailing 
tone of the answer in “Notes on Open 
Letters” in the July 26th issue of the 
TIMEs. 

I do not believe that the Rapture 
question should ever become a matter 
of controversy and my subscription 
to your fine paper will continue. But 
the seeming lack of conviction or of 
sound argument is so uncharacteristic 
of the Tres that I am bothered more 
than a little—An Illinois reader. 


The question discussed was whether 
“that blessed hope” of Titus 2:13 means 
the Rapture and that it will come be- 
fore the Tribulation, or whether the 
phrase applies just to the hope of 
eternal life. At the beginning of the 
answer it was stated that “it cannot be 
proved from Titus 2:13 alone-that the 


This pattern gives min- - 


November 29, 1958 


Rapture will come before the Tribu- 
lation”; and reference was then made 
to three passages that the Tuwes and 
many others believe teach that the 
Church will be taken out of this world 
before the Tribulation (Jer. 30:7; 1 
Thess. 5:9; 1 Thess. 4:16, 17). It was 
pointed out that Conybeare and How- 
son, two English scholars of the last 
century, translate Titus 2:13, “Looking 
for that blessed hope, the appearing of 
the glory of the great God, and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ”; and also that the 
translations and notes of Arthur Way, 
Weymouth, Moffatt. and the Compan- 
ion Bible agree with this. (Another 
reader has strenously objected to this 
reference to Moffatt.) 

In company with Dr. C. I. Scofield, 
Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer, and many 
other Bible teachers, THE SuUNDAY 
Scuoot Times has held for years that 
‘the Rapture will occur before the Tribu- 
lation. It is generally believed that the 
Tribulation will be during the last half 
of the seventieth week of Daniel. It 
seems clear from the prophecy in 
Daniel 9:24-27 and history that these 
are weeks of years, that is, seventy 
weeks of seven years each. In a foot- 
note to the Daniel passage, Dr. Scofield 
says: “Verse 27 deals with the last 
week. The ‘he’ of verse 27 is the ‘prince 
that shall come’ of verse 26, whose peo- 
ple (Rome) destroyed the temple, A.D. 
70. He is the same with the ‘little horn’ 
of chapter 7.’ He will covenant with the 
Jews to restore their temple sacrifices 
for one week (seven years), but in the 
middle of that time he will break the 
covenant and fulfil Daniel 12:11; 2 
Thessalonians 2:3, 4. Between the sixty- 
ninth week, after which Messiah was 
cut off, and the seventieth week, within 
which the ‘little horn’ of Daniel 7 will 
run his awful course, intervenes this 
entire Church-age. Verse 27 deals with 
the last three and a half years of the 
seven, which are identical with the 
‘great tribulation’ (Matt. 24:15-28); 
‘time of trouble’ (Dan. 12;1); ‘hour of 
temptation’ (Rev. 3:10).” At Acts 1:11, 
one of the key passages on the Second 
Coming, Dr. Scofield says: “To the 
church the descent of the Lord into the 
air to raise the sleeping and change the 
living saints is set forth as a constant 
expectation and hope (Matt. 24:36, 44, 
48-51; 25:13; 1 Cor. 15:51, 52; Phil. 3:20; 
1 Thess. 1:10; 4:14-17; 1 Tim. 6:14; Titus 
2:13; Rev. 22:20).” 

One of the clearest passages in the 
New Testament on the Second Coming 
is 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, in which 
verses 16 and 17 read as follows: “For 
the Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
the archangel, and with the trump of 
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first: then we which are alive and re- 
main shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in 
the air: andso shall we ever be with 
the Lord.” Here is the Rapture, the 
catching away of believers at the end 
of this age of grace. It is not the Tribu- 
lation that is held before the Church as 
the next imminent event, but rather the 
coming of Christ to meet her in the air. 
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Excavating at Dothan in 1958 


By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D. 


Archaeological Editor of The Sunday School Times; 
Professor and Director of Bible Archaeology, Wheaton College 


the site of ancient Dothan, sixty 

miles north of Jerusalem in Jordan 
(Arab Palestine), was carried on by the 
writer and Mrs. Free and our staff, from 
the latter part of March until late May 
—nearly nine weeks. During that time, 
American newspaper headlines told of 
moves in the realm of power politics, 
tensions between certain foreign gov- 
ernment leaders, and other events in 
world politics both in the Near East 
and throughout other continents. But 
daily life went on in the Holy Land 
and no prob- 
lems for either the traveler or the 
archaeologist. 

During the previous weeks before the 
excavation we had taken our study 
tour group of thirty-eight people 
through the Bible lands, and finally 
spent a full ten days just in and around 
Jerusalem before they started westward 
on the home journey under our sub- 
leaders. 

After saying good-by to our study 
tour group, we spent the next day get- 
ting all the digging equipment ready— 
dozens of baskets made of rubber tires, 
picks, hoes, wheelbarrows, and all the 
rest of it—as well as the household 
equipment consisting of seventeen beds, 
seventeen mattresses, four dozen blan- 
kets, sheets, dishes, complete kitchen 
equipment and everything else needed 
for the eleven Americans and our Arab 
lady housekeeper and her brother, the 
“house boy,” as well as for occasional 
temporary staff members who joined 
us for brief periods. 

On Wednesday, March 19, we moved 
bag and baggage to Dothan! with two 
truckloads of equipment and two car- 
loads of people. Later in the afternoon 
we hired fifty workmen, many of whom 
had worked for us in previous years 
and knew what to do and how to dig. 
Some of our old friends had gone to 
various other Arab lands to work in 
the oil fields, and were replaced with 
new workmen. 

The next morning we began digging. 
This year we excavated in two new 
areas never before excavated. One, the 
L area, was on top of the southwest 
corner of the mound, and the other, the 
K area, was on the slope of the mound, 
running down at about a thirty degree 
angle toward the west. On the slope 
one regularly finds the remains of the 
city walls dating from the various 
levels and periods of the city’s exist- 
ence, and this year was no exception. 
Lower down on the slope we found two 
different ancient city walls, dating back 
nearly 5,000 years to the period between 
3,000 and 2,500 B.C., the millennium 
before the days of Abraham. We shall 
deal more with these city walls and the 
Slope area later, but now let us return 


Tine fifth season of excavating at 


to the top of the mound and the L area. 


An ImportTANT BuILpInc From 
THE DAYS OF THE KINGS 


Right from the grass surface on top 
of the mount (L area) we began find- 
ing the remains of the walls of a well- 
built building. Next to these walls and 
inside and outside of the rooms were 
dozens and dozens of fallen stones 
which had been a parf of the upper 
walls of the structure. When the city 
was destroyed in the eighth century 
B.C. (800-700 B.C.), probably a little 
before 700 B.C., the invader .battered 
down the walls of the houses, and the 
building stones fell inside and outside 
of the various rooms. These fallen 
stones and other remains left a level 
about three feet thick, and, within this 
mass of fallen stones, pottery, plaster, 
charred wood, and ashes, we found the 
lower three feet of the walls of the 
building. . 

After removing about three feet of 
the fallen stones and other debris, we 
came upon a well-defined floor level. 
Some of the floors were made of plaster 
and others were. covered with flag- 
stones. On top of the floors there were 
two uneven layers of broken jars, 
chunks of plaster, pieces of smooth 
stone, and other remains. This implied 
that the building had had at least two 
stories, and the lower level of broken 
materials was from the first floor and 
the material on top of it was from the 
second floor. Other excavations have 
also indicated that they had two- and 
three-story buildings back in the days 
of the Biblical kings, and the L area 
building this year appears to have been 
one of at least two stories. 

Archaeologists date the various levels 
of a buried city by the type of pottery 
that is found. Even though much of it 
is in the form of small broken pieces, 
averaging only two or three inches on 
a side, one can still see what type of 
rim or base or handle the bowls and 
jars had, and, from this, date the cen- 
tury or period from which the remains 
come. Quite often one finds several 
pieces of a bowl or dish which can be 
glued together, and from time to time 
a whole vessel. From all of this evi- 
dence, we date the level. 

The pottery and other evidence in 


this L area building all came from what ° 


archaeologists call the “Iron II” period, 
which runs from about 1,000 B.C. to 
600 B.C. Some’ date the Iron II period 
900 to 600 B.C.—it all depends on where 
one makes the division, at the begin- 
ning of the monarchy with Saul and 
David, or approximately at the division 
of the kingdom at the time of the death 
of Solomon (c. 931 B.C.). In earlier 
years it was thought that iron came into 
use about 1,200 B.C., and so the period 





from 1,200 to 900 B.C. was called “Iron 
I,” and the period ‘from 900 to 600 B.C. 
was called “Iron II,” and from 600 to 300 
B.Cc., “Iron III.” We now know that 
iron was used before 1,200 B.C., as 
shown by archaeological discoveries,? 
but still the terminology is continued 
as a matter of convenience. And it is 
also quite true that there was a more 
general use of iron after 1,200 B.C. 

The. pottery and other evidences in 
this L area building were consistently 
Iron II type (1,000-600 B.C.). This in- 
cluded Samaria ware, an attractive red 
pottery which was found in quantity 
at the excavation of Samaria, about thir- 
teen miles south of Dothan, by Harvard 
University, which worked there 1908- 
1910 and again beginning in 1931. Sa- 
maria ware is typical of the ninth 
century (900-800 B.C.) and the eighth 
century (800-700 B.C.), which is the 
period when Samaria flourished as the 
capital of the Northern Kingdom. Pot- 
tery and lamps typical of the period 
700-600 B.C. were missing in this Iron 
II level at Dothan; hence it seems evi- 
dent that the city of this level flourished 
about 1,000-700 B.C. 


JaRS AND More JARS 


After digging was well under way, 
we found in one room of the L area 
building some 96 broken storage jars, 
all of the same shape and design, and 
in adjoining rooms many dozen more. 
These jars all had the same type of 
tarned-out rim. At Dothan when we 
begin to get dozens and dozens of the 
same.type of jar rim, we just number 
it, instead of having to describe it as 
“moulded, everted, oval cross section,” 
and so forth, every time we record one 
in the pottery record book. So this 
typical jar and its recurrent rim be- 
came “Dothan jar No. 7,” and many 
dozen of them were recorded in our 
pottery record book. 

The jumbled mass of these broken 
storage jars and many other broken 
dishes and bowls testified to the furi- 
ousness of the destruction of this Iron 
Age City of Dothan, which probably 
fell in a siege by the Assyrians in the 
same general period as the siege of 
Samaria in 722-721 B.C., recorded in 2 
Kings 18:9, 10. After eight weeks of 
digging and finding scores of these stor- 
age jars, all of which were broken, we 
finally found on the very last day of 
the excavation four whole ones, all up- 
side down, where they had been for 
nearly three thousand years. Some of 
these jars yielded fragments of grain 
stuck in the bottom, and charred olive 
pits were also found near by. So it 
is likely that grain, olives, and other 
products as well were stored in them. 

After we had discovered the four 
whole jars of the No. 7 type, we found 
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and manner of conduct for your watch 
night meeting, is of the first importance. 
As His instruments, you must not be in 
dispute with your Lord, your owner and 
user. You are to do God’s work always 
in His time and way under the guidance 
and in the grace of the Spirit of God. 

But you ask, “Will the people come 
just for’ spiritual fellowship and 
prayer?” The answer is this: “The 
godly remnant will come.” These are 
your best people. These are the people 
God loves to bless. His “eyes . .. are 
over the righteous, and his ears are 
open unto their prayers” (1,Pet. 3:12). 

It will do a minister a great deal of 
good to see just how many of his offi- 
cers, workers, and members have a real 
interest in the Lord and revival. This 
could be the start of revival. Gideon’s 
reduced number was not a bad sign. 
A minister is best able to appraise the 
spiritual state of his people by seeing 
how much interest they have in spir- 
itual things. 

Take heart, brethren. There are more 
members interested in real prayer meet- 
ings than we are likely to think. Offi- 
cers and members who have concern 
for the salvation of members of their 
households are more numerous than 
even a minister supposes. Sunday 
school teachers exercised in soul for 
the conversion of their pupils, and 
young people’s workers who know the 
slips and stains of teen-agers, have 
more of a real concern for their salva- 
tion than is generally realized. 

Older Christians, too, who have lived 
through times when sinners were defi- 
nitely seeking the Lord, are found in 
most of our evangelical congregations. 
They want to see a real spiritual awak- 
ening. Food, fun, and fellowship do 
not interest them very much. 

Elderly Christians are, moreover, 
keen in their appraisal of current Chris- 
tian programs. Some, I know, are giv- 
ing their money to soul-saving enter- 
prises instead of to the familiar work 
of their congregations. One old lady of 
means rebuked her pastor gently by 
saying, “Why, pastor, you haven’t had a 
convert since you came to us.” 

Now, is not the main work of the 
minister to get souls to turn to God 
from Satan? Unless Satan is dethroned 
and Christ enthroned as rightful mon- 
arch, ministers have labored in vain. 
Their main work is to turn men “from 
darkness to light, and from the power 
of Satan unto God, that they may re- 
ceive ... inheritance among them which 
are sanctified by faith that is in me” 
(Acts 26:18). 

Their second best work is the sancti- 
fication of the justified. If a minister 
can’t get his people to love the Word, 
take keener interest in prayer and wit- 
ness for Christ, and bring up their 
children in the fear of God, he is a 
failure. The church where this situa- 
tion holds true will wane, and its min- 
istries will be in vain. 

Spiritual gains give a minister not 
only commendation from God, but 


blessings from a happy, useful people. 
Brethren, take seriously the great spir- 
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itual opportunity of watch night for 
reviving the work of God. Otherwise, 
we shall never reach that happy, 
blessed experience of revival which is 
the best thing that can ever happen to 
any church. 

How can a minister have a watch 
night meeting that will definitely pro- 


mote revival in the church? The an- 
swer is found in the Word. Here we 
have the pattern of revival for the 


Church age. This pattern gives min- 
isters their answer to this question. We 
shall not find that pattern in Pentecost 
—that was the fruitage of a previous 
revival. The pattern appeared in the 
infant church during the forty days the 
risen Saviour went out and in among 
those first disciples. All connected with 
that period give ministers the clue as to 
how they can promote revival in their 
congregations. Here are the facts 
briefly stated. Let them be deeply im- 
pressed upon us. * 

1. The disciples had lost the actual 
presence of Christ in their assemblies. 

2. They realized more than ever that 
the world about them was more wicked 
and hateful than they had ever thought. 

3. They all mourned and wept over 
their sad situation, and most of all over 
losing Christ from their assemblies. 

4. They, therefore, met frequently for 
consolation and counsel. 

5. They experienced a few rising 
hopes but had grave, persistent fears. 

6. They were graciously and suddenly 
surprised by the astounding presence of 
Christ among them. 

7. They were immediately united in 
faith, hope, and love. 

(Continued on page 885) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Will the Church Go 
Through the Tribulation? 


THe SunpAY ScHooL TIMES has been 
a part of my life and home for many 
years and I have always felt that your 
stand on Christian issues and doc- 
trines was to be relied gn. In view 
of this, I was more than a bit disap- 
pointed in the seeming lack of defi- 
niteness and seeming lack of convic- 
tion which I felt to be the prevailing 
tone of the answer in “Notes on Open 
Letters” in the July 26th issue of the 
TIMES. 

I do not believe that the Rapture 
question should ever become a matter 
of controversy and my subscription 
to your fine paper will continue. But 
the seeming lack of conviction or of 
sound argument is so uncharacteristic 
of the Times that I am bothered more 
than a little—An Illinois reader. 


The question discussed was whether 
“that blessed hope” of Titus 2:13 means 
the Rapture and that it will come be- 
fore the Tribulation, or whether the 
phrase applies just to the hope of 
eternal life. At the beginning of the 
answer it was stated that “it cannot be 
proved from Titus 2:13 alone that the 
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Rapture will come before the Tribu- 
lation”; and reference was then made 
to three passages that the TrmeEs and 
many others believe teach that the 
Church will be taken out of this world 
before the Tribulation (Jer. 30:7; 1 
Thess. 5:9; 1 Thess. 4:16, 17). It was 
pointed out that Conybeare and How- 
son, two English scholars of the last 
century, translate Titus 2:13, “Looking 
for that blessed hope, the appearing of 
the glory of the great God, and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ”; and also that the 
translations and notes of Arthur Way, 
Weymouth, Moffatt, and the Compan- 
ion Bible agree with this. (Another 
reader has strenously objected to this 
reference to Moffatt.) 

In company with Dr. C. I. Scofield, 
Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer, and many 
other Bible teachers, THE SUNDAY 
Scuoot Times has held for years that 


_ the Rapture will occur before the Tribu- 


lation. It is generally believed that the 
Tribulation will be during the last half 
of the seventieth week of Daniel. It 
seems clear from the prophecy in 
Daniel 9:24-27 and history that these 
are weeks of years, that is, seventy 
weeks of seven years each. In a foot- 
note to the Daniel passage, Dr. Scofield 
says: “Verse 27 deals with the last 
week. The ‘he’ of verse 27 is the ‘prince 
that shall come’ of verse 26, whose peo- 
ple (Rome) destroyed the temple, A.D. 
70. He is the same with the ‘little horn’ 
of chapter 7. He will covenant with the 
Jews to restore their temple sacrifices 
for one week (seven years), but in the 
middle of that time he will break the 
covenant and fulfil Daniel 12:11; 2 
Thessalonians 2:3, 4. Between the sixty- 
ninth week, after which Messiah was 
cut off, and the seventieth week, within 
which the ‘little horn’ of Daniel 7 will 
run his awful course, intervenes this 
entire Church-age. Verse 27 deals with 
the last three and a half years of the 
seven, which are identical with the 
‘great tribulation’ (Matt. 24:15-28); 
‘time of trouble’ (Dan. 12:1); ‘hour of 
temptation’ (Rev. 3:10).” At Acts 1:11, 
one of the key passages on the Second 
Coming, Dr. Scofield says: “To the 
church the descent of the Lord into the 
air to raise the sleeping and change the 
living saints is set forth as a constant 
expectation and hope (Matt. 24:36, 44, 
48-51; 25:13; 1 Cor. 15:51, 52; Phil. 3:20; 
1 Thess. 1:10; 4: 14-17; 1 Tim. 6:14; Titus 
2:13; Rev. 22:20).” 

One of the clearest passages in the 
New Testament on the Second Coming 
is 1 Thessalonians . 4:13-18, in which 
verses 16 and 17 read as follows: “For 
the Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
the archangel, and with the trump of 
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first: then we which are alive and re- 
main shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in 
the air: and so shall we ever be with 
the Lord.” Here is the Rapture, the 
catching away of believers at the end 
of this age of grace. It is not the Tribu- 
lation that is held before the Church as 
the next imminent event, but rather the 
coming of Christ to meet her in the air. 
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Excavating at Dothan in 1958 


By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D. 


Archaeological Editor of The Sunday School Times; 
Professor and Director of Bible Archaeology, Wheaton College 


the site of ancient Dothan, sixty 

miles north of Jerusalem in Jordan 
(Arab Palestine), was carried on by the 
writer and Mrs. Free and our staff, from 
the latter part of March until late May 
—nearly nine weeks. During that time, 
American newspaper headlines told of 
moves in the realm of power politics, 
tensions between certain foreign gov- 
ernment leaders, and other events in 
world politics both in the Near East 
and throughout other continents. But 
daily life went on in the Holy Land 
with “business as usual” and no prob- 
lems for either the traveler or the 
archaeologist. 

During the previous weeks before the 
excavation we had taken our study 
tour group of _ thirty-eight people 
through the Bible lands, and finally 
spent a full ten days just in and around 
Jerusalem before they started westward 
on the home journey under our sub- 
leaders. 

After saying good-by to our study 
tour group, we spent the next day get- 
ting all the digging equipment ready— 
dozens of baskets made of rubber tires, 
picks, hoes, wheelbarrows, and all the 
rest of it—as well as the household 
equipment consisting of seventeen beds, 
seventeen mattresses, four dozen blan- 
kets, sheets, dishes, complete kitchen 
equipment and everything else needed 
for the eleven Americans and our Arab 
lady housekeeper and her brother, the 
“house boy,” as well as for occasional 
temporary staff members who joined 
us for brief periods. 

On Wednesday, March 19, we moved 
bag and baggage to Dothan! with two 
truckloads of equipment and two car- 
loads of people. Later in the afternoon 
we hired fifty workmen, many of whom 
had worked for us in previous years 
and knew what to do and how to dig. 
Some of our old friends had gone to 
various other Arab lands to work in 
the oil fields, and were replaced with 
new workmen. 

The next morning we began digging. 
This year we excavated in two new 
areas never before excavated. One, the 
L area, was on top of the southwest 
corner of the mound, and the other, the 
K area, was on the slope of the mound, 
running down at about a thirty degree 
angle toward the west. On the slope 
one regularly finds the remains of the 
city walls dating from the various 
levels and periods of the city’s exist- 
ence, and this year was no exception. 
Lower down on the slope we found two 
different ancient city walls, dating back 
nearly 5,000 years to the period between 
3,000 and 2,500 B.C., the millennium 
before the days of Abraham. We shall 
deal more with these city walls and the 
slope area later, but now let us return 
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to the top of the mound and the L area. 


AN IMPORTANT BUILDING FRoM 
THE DAYS OF THE KINGS 


Right from the grass surface on top 
of the mount (L area) we began find- 
ing the remains of the walls of a well- 
built building. Next to these walls and 
inside and outside of the rooms were 
dozens and dozens of fallen stones 
which had been a part of the upper 
walls of the structure. When the city 
was destroyed in the eighth century 
B.C. (800-700 B.C.), probably a little 
before 700 B.C., the invader battered 
down the walls of the houses, and the 
building stones fell inside and outside 
of the various rooms. These fallen 
stones and other remains left a level 
about three feet thick, and within this 
mass of fallen stones, pottery, plaster, 
charred wood, and ashes, we found the 
lower three feet of the walls of the 
building. 

After removing about three feet of 
the fallen stones and other debris, we 
came upon a well-defined floor level. 
Some of the floors were made of plaster 
and others were covered with flag- 
stones. On top of the floors there were 
two uneven layers of broken jars, 
chunks of plaster, pieces of smooth 
stone, and other remains. This implied 
that the building had had at least two 
stories, and the lower level of broken 
materials was from the first floor and 
the material on top of it was from the 
second floor. Other excavations have 
also indicated that they had two- and 
three-story buildings back in the days 
of the Biblical kings, and the L area 
building this year appears to have been 
one of at least two stories. 

Archaeologists date the various levels 
of a buried city by the type of pottery 
that is found. Even though much of it 
is in the form of small broken pieces, 
averaging only two or three inches on 
a side, one can still see what type of 
rim or base or handle the bowls and 
jars had, and, from this, date the cen- 
tury or period from which the remains 
come. Quite often one finds several 
pieces of a bowl or dish which can be 
glued together, and from time to time 
a whole vessel. From all of this evi- 
dence, we date the level. 

The pottery and other evidence in 
this L area building all came from what 
archaeologists .call the “Iron II” period, 
which runs from about 1,000 B.C. to 
600 B.C. Some date the Iron II period 
900 to 600 B.C.—it all depends on where 
one makes the division, at the begin- 
ning of the monarchy with Saul and 
David, or approximately at the division 
of the kingdom at the time of the death 
of Solomon (c. 931 B.C.). In earlier 
years it was thought that iron came into 
use about 1,200 B.C., and so the period 





from 1,200 to 900 B.C. was called “Iron 
I,” and the period from 900 to 600 B.C 
was called “Iron II,” and from 600 to 300 
B.c., “Iron III.” We now know that 
iron was used before 1,200 B.C., as 
shown by archaeological discoveries,” 
but still the terminology is continued 
as a matter of convenience. And it is 
also quite true that there was a more 
general use of iron after 1,200 B.C. 

The pottery and other evidences in 
this L area building were consistently 
Iron II type (1,000-600 B.C.). This in- 
cluded Samaria ware, an attractive red 
pottery which was found in quantity 
at the excavation of Samaria, about thir- 
teen miles south of Dothan, by Harvard 
University, which worked there 1908- 
1910 and again beginning in 1931. Sa- 


maria ware is typical of the ninth 
century (900-800 B.C.) and the eighth 
century (800-700 B.C.), which is the 


period when Samaria flourished as the 
capital of the Northern Kingdom. Pot- 
tery and lamps typical of the period 
700-600 B.C. were missing in this Iron 
II level at Dothan; hence it seems evi- 
dent that the city of this level flourished 
about 1,000-700 B.C. 


JARS AND MorE JARS 


After digging was well under way, 
we found in one room of the L area 
building some 96 broken storage jars, 
all of the same shape and design, and 
in adjoining rooms many dozen more. 
These jars all had the same type of 
turned-out rim. At Dothan when we 
begin to get dozens and dozens of the 
same.type of jar rim, we just number 
it, instead of having to describe it as 
“moulded, everted, oval cross section,” 
and so forth, every time we record one 
in the pottery record book. So this 
typical jar and its recurrent rim be- 
came “Dothan jar No. 7,” and many 
dozen of them were recorded in our 
pottery record book. 

The jumbled mass of these broken 
storage jars and many other broken 
dishes and bowls testified to the furi- 
ousness of the destruction of this Iron 
Age City of Dothan, which probably 
fell in a siege by the Assyrians in the 
same general period as the siege of 
Samaria in 722-721 B.C., recorded in 2 
Kings 18:9, 10. After eight weeks of 
digging and finding scores of these stor- 
age jars, all of which were broken, we 
finally found on the very last day of 
the @xcavation four whole ones, all up- 
side down, where they had been for 
nearly three thousand years. Some of 
these jars yielded fragments of grain 
stuck in the bottom, and charred olive 
pits were also found near by. So it 
is likely that grain, olives, and other 
products as well were stored in them. 

After we had discovered the four 
whole jars of the No. 7 type, we found 
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that the base of one jar would fit into 
the mouth of another so that they 
could be stacked one upon another. 
This also helps explain why there could 
be such a concentration of these jars in 
a relatively small area. The fact, also, 
that this was a two-story, or perhaps 
even a three-story building,, supplies 
further reason for the great mass of 
broken pottery and other remains. 


TAXING CENTER? 


In ancient times taxes were paid in 
commodities, such as grain, oil, and 
other products. Archaeological evidence 
of this system was discovered at Sa- 
maria, thirteen mites south of Dothan, 
where Harvard University found a 
group of ostraca, which are broken 
pieces of pottery on which there is 
writing. On these Samaria ostraca there 
were notations recording the payment 
of taxes in oil and other commodities, 
right in the eighth century (800-700 
B.C.), which falls in the period in which 
our L area building was in use. The 
fact that the L area building was a 
well-built structure, with plaster floors 
in some rooms and flagstone floors in 
others, with well-built doorways and 
well-squared doorway stones, plus the 
presence of so many storage jars which 
could have been used for the storing 
of products given in payment of taxes 
—all this suggests that this may have 
been an administrative building in the 
days of the kings of Israel where taxes 
were collected. The Iron Age type of 
materials found’ implies that it may 
have been built in the days of Solomon 
(about 950 B.C.) and continued in use 
until about 700 B.C. or a little before, 
about the time of the destruction of 
Samaria and the capture of the North- 
ern Kingdom by the invading Assyrians 
(2 Kings 18:9, 10; also 17:5, 6). 


ANOTHER LEVEL 


The main level uncovered this season 
in the L area was about three feet thick, 
as noted before, and dated about 1,000- 
700 B.C., the main part of the period 
called Iron II by archaeologists. In 
the northern part of the L area, how- 
ever, fragmentary remains of another 
level appeared in the first few inches of 
depth, and they rested on top of the 
main three-foot level of the L area 
building. This upper fragmentary level 
we labeled level 1-A, to distinguish it 
from the main three-foot level, which 
we called level 1-B. This upper 1-A 
level appeared to be the later part of 
Iron II, probably within the period 
700-600 B.C., and may represent a re- 
use or perhaps a rebuilding of the L 
area building in the period after the 
destruction of Dothan about 700 B.C. 
and the conquest of the North Kingdom 
by Assyria. In the rest of the L area 
excavated this season, toward the south, 
this 1-A level does not appear, and 
probably was eroded away during the 
last two and one-half millennia. 


SKELETONS IN PROFUSION 


During the first days of digging when 
Mrs. Free, Miss Wolf, and Mr. Wendell 3 
were beginning t6 uncover the walls 
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of the L area building, we uncovered 
over 25 skeletons, and dozens more dur- 
ing the following days of the excava- 
tion. Most of them lay between one 
and two feet below surface, rarely as 
much as three feet. They were all laid 
with their feet to the east, and face 
turned toward the south. This clearly 
showed that it was a cemetery, and not 
merely a group of people who had been 
killed in the siege of the city. Further 
digging showed that these later people 
who dug their cemetery into the level 
of the L area Iron Age building had 
pulled up the paving stones from the 
floor of the building and used them for 
lining the graves and as grave cover- 
ings. Because of this uprooting of the 
floor stones, most of the stone floor of 
the L area building had disappeared 
in the western part of the building. It 
was fortunate that as we moved from 
the western side of the mound toward 
the center, the graveyard faded out 
and we found more of the stone floor 
intact. 

The skeletons were decorated with 
jewelry, beads, and rings of a post-Bib- 
lical type. It is possible that this 
cemetery represented the burial place 
for the people who inhabited the large 
medieval building which we uncovered 
on the highest part of the mound dur- 
ing our fourth season, in 1956. This 
medieval structure was in our T area, 
some 700 feet east from where we ex- 
cavated this season (1958), and dated 
back to the time of the Crusades and 
just after the twelfth-fourteenth cen- 
turies A.D., as shown by the type of 
Arabic pottery found. The section of 
the building that we unearthed in 1956 
had 25 rooms built around a central 
courtyard about 30 by 40 feet. Adjacent 
to this section of the T area building 
were five other depressions, about 30 
by 40 feet, each of which very evidently 
represents another similar courtyard. 
If each of these courtyards is sur+ 
rounded by another 25 rooms, we then 
have a large building which could have 
as many as 150 rooms, and may have 
been the palace or fortress of the local 
ruler in the medieval period. The cem- 
etery that we have discovered this sea- 
son (1958) may be the burying ground 
for this medieval colony of the T area. 
The post-Biblical type of jewelry, which 
could be dated somewhere in the last 
several hundred years, would suggest 
such a possibility. 


ANCIENT DRAINS 


In the central part of the L area 
building we began to uncover two rows 
of upright flat stones which proved to 
line up in such a way that they formed 
a small trough about sixteen inches wide 
and several feet long. Further digging 
uncovered it for a distance of 30 feet, 
and revealed that it had a bottom of 
flat stones, two sides of flat stones, and 
for about fourteen feet of its distance 
which we unearthed the cover stones 
were still in place. It was evident. that 
this was a drain for the L area building. 
The drain continues into the vertical 
face of the area to the south which we 
have not yet excavated. Another sea- 


, and city water systems. 
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son it will be interesting to excavate 
here and to see where the drain goes. 
At the south end of the section un- 
covered this season, we found a Sa- 
maria ware bowl (900-700 B.C.) inside 
the drain. This, along with other evi- 
dence, would show the use of the drain 
in the period 900-700 B.C. Important 
buildings in ancient times often had 
drains, as shown by excavations in 
other parts of the ancient Near East. 
This provision of a drain, and the dis- 
covery of a second one at the close of 
the excavation, shows that the L area 
building was an important structure. 


ANCIENT AND MEDIEVAL SANITATION’ 


A few years ago an American sanitary 
engineer wrote an article in a profes- 
sional journal devoted to sanitation 
In it he traced 
the development of sanitation, drains, 
and other devices, beginning with an- 
cient times, and the light thrown on 
the subject from archaeological discov- 
eries. He pointed out, what every ar- 
chaeologist knows, that, in antiquity, 
buildings were in certain places pro- 
vided with drains and sanitary facili- 
ties. He observed that often the ancient 
evidence contrasted, sometimes sharply, 
with the situation a little over 300 years 
ago in Elizabethan England, where a 
city ordinance provided that a farmer 








1In addition to our periodic articles in The 
Sunday School Times, further information on 
the digging at Dothan as well as the excavation 
of other sites in the Bible lands is found in 
the publication .ear Eastern Archaeology, which 
is the Bulletin of the Near East Archaeological 
Society. The Near East Archaeological Society 
is an organization for laymen of the Christian 
public who are interested in Biblical archaeol- 
ogy, and its publication is designed to bring 
archaeological discoveries in non- 


news on 
technical la»guage. Student memberships are 
$5 per year and regular associate member- 
ships are $10 per year. The balance of the 
funds, after publishing the Bulletin, are used to 


carry on archaeological excavation in the Bible 
lands. Memberships at $25 and $50 are pro- 
vided for those who can contribute more to 
archaeological work, and institutional member- 
ships are previded for colleges, seminaries, and 
Bible institutes which wish to participate in 
the aims of the society. The society is a non- 
profit organization, chartered under the laws of 
the State of Illinois. Its president is Dr. 

Raymond Edman, president of ‘Wheaton College. 
For membership, write to the treasurer, Dr. 
John Fadenrecht, dean of Wheaton College, 
Wheaton College, Wheaton, Ill. For a sample 
copy of Near Eustern Archaeology, write to Dr. 


Joseph Free, executive director of NEAS, 
Wheaton College, Wheaton, III. 
2The discovery in archaeological excavations 


of the knowledge and use of iron long before 
1,200 B.C. is significant in connection with the 
early reference to iron in the prepatriarchal 
period in Genesis 4:22. For specific early dis- 
coveries of iron, see the writer's book, ‘‘Archae- 
ology and Bible History’ (Scripture Press, 
Wheaton, IIl., 5th edition, 1956, pp. 38, 39). 

* The staff at Dothan included the 
writer and Mrs. Free as directors; area super- 
visors were David Kives of Pontiac, Mich.; 
Richard Longenecker, graduate fellow at Edin- 
burgh, Scotland, and former Instructor in Bible 
Archaeology at Wheatan College; James Powell 
of New Hampton, lowa; John Wendell of 
Hinsdale, Ill.; and Mrs. Ruby Free. Alternate 
supervisors included Mrs. Rowena Carr of the 
president’s office at Wheaton College; Miss 
Dorothy Wolf, archaeology major at Wheaton 
College; and Alan Whitelock, recent graduate 
of Wheaton. Pottery recording was handled by 
Mrs. Carr and Miss Wolf, assisted after exca- 
vation hours by other members of the staff. 
Drafting was shared by Mr. Kives, Mr. Powell, 
and Mr. Whitelock; the latter was photographer 
and “chief engineer” for the quarry railroad, 
which helped us move quantities of earth, im- 
possible with the traditional method of carrying 
it to the dump in baskets. Pottery sorting, 
classification, and dating was handled by the 
writer, assisted by other members of the staff. 
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Lesson for December 14 


who brought -a load of vegetables to 
market ip London must haul a load of 
sewage back to the country on his re- 
turn trip, in order to provide for sewage 
removal in the City of London. One is 
surprised to learn that contemporaries 
of Elisha at ninth century B.C. Dothan 
may have been better off in the sani- 
tary line than friends of William Shake- 
speare three centuries ago in London. 


Iron AGE DOTHAN AND 
BIBLICAL HISTORY 

The main level of Dothan, which we 
excavated this season on top of the 
mound, dates, as we have seen, to the 
period 1,000-700 B.C. The L area build- 
ing, an important edifice, may have 
been built in the days of King Solomon 
(c. 950 B.C.), or in any event not far in 
time from that important Biblical king. 
This is also the period of Elisha (c. 850 
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B.C.), who actually lived at Dothan in 
one period of his life (2 Kings 6:12, 
13). We can better picture that Bibli- 
cal prophet in the setting of his day 
when we look at the L area building, 
with its well-squared doorways, its 
plaster and stone floors, its drainage 
system, and its multitudinous jars that 
could be stacked one upon the other. 
While Elisha would have been familiar 
with this building, it is likely that he 
actually lived in one of the simpler 
buildings, such as those we found about 
400 feet to the east in the A area, where 
the building stones were rough-squared 
and the floors were often clay, rather 
than plaster or stone. One may live 
in such relatively simple surroundings, 
and yet be more significant in the serv- 
ice of God, as Elisha was, than the ruler 
in his “ivory palace.” 
WHEATON, ILL. 


Il. Postmillennialism Again 


And a defense of premillennialism 


The concluding part of a review of 
“The Millennium,” by Loraine Boettner. 
(Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing 
Co., Philadelphia 6, 1958, 380 pages, $4.50.) 


II. ARGUMENTS AGAINST PREMIL- 
LENNIALISM 

T WILL be impossible to give ade- 

quate discussion to Boettner’s anti- 
premillenarian arguments. Adequate 
coverage would require a series of topi- 
cal discussions. Only a few of the argu- 
ments can be mentioned, and that 
briefly. . 

It is argued that the great commis- 
sion implies that the church is so to 
preach the Gospel as to win the whole 
world for Christ. The main verb in 
the great commission, matheteusate, 
translated “teach,” literally means 
“make disciples.” If we are to make 
disciples [of] all the nations, it is held 
that all the nations must become be- 
lievers, at least in the sense that, in 
general, all the Gentiles will be Chris- 
tians. 

The argument, however, is fallacious. 
Not all those who are called “disciples” 
in the Scriptures were believers. In 
John 6:66 we read, “From that time 
many of his disciples went back, and 
walked no more with him.” 

Further, granted that the word “dis- 
ciple” implies a learner who gives at 
least some measure of assent, the com- 
mand to “disciple all the gentiles,” no 
more includes a promise that all the 
Gentiles, or all the nations, will become 
disciples, than the command, “Be ye 
therefore perfect, even as your Father 
which is in heaven is perfect” (Matt. 
5:48), implies that we shall attain to 
perfection in this life. The purpose 
“for the perfecting of the saints . . . till 
we all come in the unity of the faith, 
and of the knowledge of the Son of 
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Covenant College, St. Louis, Mo. 


God, unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness 
of Christ . . . that he might sanctify 
and cleanse [the church] with the 
washing of water by the word, that he 
might present it to himself a glorious 
church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or 
any such thing; but that it should be 
holy and without blemish” (Eph./ 4: 
12, 13; 5:26, 27) does not prove that 
the Church is to attain to perfection 
before the Lord’s return. These are 
goals toward which we are commanded 
to strive. 

On the basis of the Parable of the 
Wheat and the Tares (Matt. 13:24-30, 
36-43) it is argued (1) that since the 
tares are to be gathered first into bun- 
dles to be burned, the rapture of the 
Church cannot precede the destruction 
of the wicked; (2) since in the parable 
the wheat represents the saints made 
immortal and the tares represent the 
wicked who are destroyed, there will 
not be any flesh-and-blood people to 
populate the earth during the millen- 
nium. 

In answer to the former of these 
arguments from the parable, it would 
seem evident that in the kingdom of 
the beast, particularly in his a®mies and 
in those who receive his mark, the 
wicked are gathered together in a “bun- 
dle,” or a bundle of bundles, namely, a 
visible world-wide organization, which, 
as a “bundle” is to be destroyed as 
described in the nineteenth chapter of 
the Revelation. 

As for the second of these arguments, 
it should be quite apparent that, al- 
though the Parable of the Wheat and 
the Tares does not mention them, there 
are multitudes of people in the world 
who have not yet made a decision. They 
will neither have accepted Christ prior to 
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the moment of the rapture, nor will they 
have committed themselves to the beast 
by receiving his mark or by worship- 
ing his image. The beast will indeed 
endeavor to enforce his will upon all 
the inhabitants of the earth, but there 
are clear Scriptures which indicate (a) 
that Israel as a whole will refuse to 
worship the beast, (b) that there will 
be great numbers of people in outlying 
regions whom the beast does not per- 
suade, in the relatively short time in 
which he prevails. Many of these peo- 
ple, being still in the flesh, in this 
world, will subsequently (see Isa. 66: 
20) be brought to the Lord. To call 
this a “second chance” doctrine is a 
serious abuse of terms. Boettner’s ar- 
gument (pp. 129, 167) is simply an ar- 
gument from silence. True, the Parable 
of the Wheat and the Tares does not 
mention the rapture of the Church, nor 
the flesh-and-blood people, Jews and 
Gentiles, who continue to populate the 
earth after the Lord’s return; but these 
facts are clearly taught in other Scrip- 
tures, and are perfectly harmonious 
with the teaching of the Parable of 
the Wheat and the Tares. 

There are other arguments of some 
degree of importance, such as the at- 
tempt to show that the “abomination 
of desolation” prophecy of Daniel was 
fulfilled in 70 A.D., and the argument 
from Luke seventeen that the kingdom 
age must come gradually. I can only 
suggest that the evidence from history 
and from Scriptures is overwhelmingly 
on the premillennial side. 

Boettner argues (pp. 79, 186f., 299f., 
302, 362) that the teaching that the 
resurrection saints, and Christ in His 
glorious power, will actually have visi- 
ble dealings with flesh-and-blood peo- 
ple on the earth is a strange and ter- 
rible thought. Boettner quotes my sug- 
gestion (p. 301f. See my “Unfulfilled 
Prophecies,” p. 81) that the center of 
Christ’s government over the earth dur- 
ing the millennium may be that place 
in the clouds where He meets His saints 
at the moment of the Rapture. In an- 
swer, Boettner simply says that this 
idea is “particularly fantastic.” 

I admit the charge, but I would reply 
that the whole supernatural message 
of the Gospel is equally fantastic. What 
could be more fantastic than to teach 
that God communed with man in the 
Garden, that God wrestled with a shep- 
herd in Syria, that God walked with 
the three in the furnace of fire, that 
God was born in a manger and died 
on a cross? We know that Christ, in 
His resurrection form, had communion 
with His disciples for “forty days” after 
His resurrection (Acts 1:3), and we 
have other instances of persons in im- 
mortal form communing with mortals. 

After all, does it not seem appro- 
priate that at the end of the history of 
this world God should vindicate His 
creative purpose by a thousand years 
of blessedness in which Christ in vis- 
ible, glorious form, with the resurrection 
saints, should walk before mortal men 
and hold daily converse with them? 

One of the greatest psychological dif- 


(Continued on page 885) 
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Esther Burr's Journal 


HO was Esther Burr? She was one 
We the eleven children—three sons 
and eight daughters—of the great Jon- 
athan Edwards (1703-1758), preacher at 
Northampton, Mass., and Stockbridge, 
Conn., Christian philosopher and prolific 
writer, widely known and respected in 
the Colonies and England, and for a short 
time president of Princeton University. 
Through the kindness of Mrs. Robert C. 
McQuilkin, wife of the late Dr. McQuil- 
, kin, one-time Associate Editor of THE 
Sunpay ScHoo. Times and founder of 
Columbia Bible College, a rare copy of 
the journal of Esther Edwards Burr has 
come to the Editors and will be pub- 
lished in a series of ten or more articles 
in the Times. There will be pictures of 
Jonathan Edwards and Aaron Burr, 
whom Esther married, who preceded Ed- 
wards as president of Princeton, and 
who was the father of the man who 
killed Alexander Hamilton in a duel. 

The journal makes delightful reading. 
It is written in the well-rounded, correct 
English of the eighteenth century, but 
withal quaint, brilliant, sprightly, and 
at times humorous. There are frequent 
allusions to Scripture, vivid girl’s-eye- 
views of the intimate home life of the 
famous family, lovely descriptions of the 
abounding beauties of nature in that 
early day, and priceless examples of her 
father’s teaching. She began it on her 
ninth birthday, February 13, 1741, and 


the extracts continue until both her hus-, 


band and her father had died, the last 
entry being made in April, 1758. Here 
are a few samples of her. style: 

“Mrs. Edwards was thirty-three years 
old today. That seems very old. I 
wonder if I shall live to be thirty-three?” 

“I have just come tripping upstairs 
from morning worship, and the song of 
the service still follows me. I have been 
thinking what a singing family the 
Edwards’ family is. Mother’s voice we 
have heard in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, ever since our early 
babyhood.” 

“My mother says, My Journal thus far 
is rather stilted and mature for me; 
though everything in the family is ma- 
ture. I have a letter of my father’s, 
written when he was younger than I 
am, which .I shall transcribe, just to 
show where the present writer gets her 
stilts and maturity.” 

“IT have just come back from a most 
wonderful ride with my honored father, 
Mr. Edwards, through the spring woods. 
He usually rides alone. But, today, he 
said he had something he wanted to 
show me.” (They were on horseback, 
of course.) 

“This day David Brainerd would have 
graduated at New Haven College. But, 


the faculty were unrelenting, notwith- 
standing his humiliating confession. He 
is likely to become a member of this 
family, it seems. 


Soon after coming to 


Northampton he displayed strong affin- 
ity for Jerusha, our sister of seventeen, 
who was soon inoculated with his high 
spiritual views, and deeply interested in 
his Indian work.” (He died of tuber- 
culosis before they could be married.) 

Her description of Aaron Burr’s pro- 
posal, when she was seventeen and he 
thirty-six, is priceless. She had served 
him an early breakfast in their home, 
of tea, bread and butter, and fresh fish 
brought by an Indian (perhaps salmon 
or trout). He proposed in a dignified 
and direct way, she agreed, and in a few 
moments said playfully, “Was it the 
loaves and fishes, Mr. Burr?” 


Dr. Trumbull on the Victorious Life 


LOSELY identified with the term 
“victorious life,” which he was cer- 
tainly instrumental in introducing into 
our language, Dr. Charles G. Trumbull, 
Editor of THE Sunpay ScHoo.t Times from 
1903 to 1941, had a gift for presenting 
clearly in speaking and writing the 
truths of the life of faith, He always 
held the standards high, urging Chris- 
tians not to make their own or others’ 
experiences their pattern, but asking al- 
ways, “What saith the scripture?” His 
own personal testimony of how he came 
into a life of victory, peace, and power, 
entitled “The Life That Wins,” has been 
translated into many languages and has 
had a circulation of well over a million. 
Many have urged that some of his tell- 
ing messages be reprinted. So, in a 
series of ten or more articles, the TrmMeEs 
will publish again in these columns the 
following: ; 
THE Lire THAT WINS 
Wuat Is Your KInp or CHRISTIANITY? 
REAL AND COUNTERFEIT VICTORY 
PERILS OF THE VICTORIOUS LIFE 
Victory WITHOUT TRYING 
Is VicTOoRY EARNED, OR A GIFT? 
Is—THE SECRET OF VICTORY 


Employer-Employee Relations 


NE of the burning problems of the 

present day is that of how to main- 
tain happy relationships between em- 
ployers and employees. There has been 
abuse on both sides, employers being 
unreasonable in their demands and in- 
considerate of workers’ problems, and 
labor unions using terror tactics and 
brutal force. What should be the atti- 
tude of Christians on either side? 

The Editor asked a personal friend, 
John E. Mitchell, Jr., president of the 
John E. Mitchell Company, Inc., Dallas, 
Tex., to write on this touchy subject. 
Mr. Mitchell is an earnest Christian, ac- 
tive in the Lord’s work, and since his fa- 
ther’s death in 1938 has been president 
of the company—“manufacturers of fine 
machinery for more than half a cen- 
tury.” His two brothers, Orval and Don- 
ald F., are vice-presidents and also ac- 
tive in Christian work. The Times will 


publish the following two articles by 
Mr. Mitchell : 

I. WORKING FOR THE LoRD—AS EMPLOYEE 
II. WORKING FOR THE LORD—AS EMPLOYER 


Homely Hints to Young Mothers 


F YOU are a young mother, would 

you not, be glad to listen to one who 
had borne and reared ten children in a 
Christian home? And would you not 
listen to her with heightened interest 
if you knew that she herself came of an 
illustrious family whose name is a 
household word among Christians today 
and has been for more than half a 
century? 

The Times is happy to be able to re- 
print an out-of-print booklet entitled 
“Homely Hints to Young Mothers on the 
Training of Their Children,” by Amelia 
Broomhall, sister of Hudson Taylor. As 
most readers know, he was the founder 
of the China Inland Mission, which has 
been the fountainhead of his biogra- 
phies and many other invaluable books 
which have brought untold blessing to 
Christians throughout the world. The 
booklet will be republished in the Tmmes 
in a series on the following topics: 

I. In THE Days or BABYHOOD 
II. LESSONS IN FAITH 
III. CONFIDENCE AND SYMPATHY 
IV. THE FounDATION OF RELIGIOUS LIFE 
V. How To MANAGE THE NURSERY 
VI. Ho.iwways anp Lonc EVENINGS 
VII. Growinc UP 


Why Do the Righteous Suffer? 


INCE the days of Job, who may have 
~ lived 3,600 years ago, thoughtful 
men have wrestled with the problem of 
human suffering. The Book of Job is the 
greatest extended treatise on it, as help- 
ful today to those who are in trouble as 
when it was written. A brief, but ex- 
ceedingly rich, New Testament counter- 
part to it is the twelfth of Hebrews, with 
the assurance that chastening “yieldeth 
the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto 
them which are exercised thereby.” 

A sympathetic pastor with a Bible 
name has written for THE SuNDAY SCHOOL 
TIMEs a series of four articles on “God’s 
Purpose in Chastening, or Why Do the 
Righteous Suffer?” He is the Rev. W. A. 
Haggai of the Calvary Baptist Church, 
Binghamton, N. Y. In his approach to 
the subject he declares that suffering is a 
result of sin and is universal; much is in- 
herited specifically by individuals, much 
is voluntary, as we bring it on ourselves, 
and much is arbitrary—we see no ap- 
parent reason for it. These are challeng- 
ing thoughts, and Mr. Haggai expounds 
them fully. He rightly distinguishes be- 
tween “punishment” and “chastening.” 
He gives a good exposition of Hebrews 
twelve. He deals with the three kinds 
of chastening: restorative, preventive, 
and vicarious. He does not of course 
confuse our suffering with that of Christ 
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on the cross, but shows that “God ac- 
cording to His wise counsel causes some 
of His people to go through severe test- 
ings for the purpose of blessing others. 
This kind of chastening is for the few 
whom God can trust.” 

These articles will help all who are 
passing through testing and trial. 


And Many Other Fine Things 


Vance Havner’s Writing—Like Will 
Rogers or O. Henry, Mr. Havner has the 
gift of presenting truth in _ simple, 
homely, and sometimes humorous terms 
easily understood by everyone. They, 
of course, spoke and wrote on the nat- 
ural plane, whereas Mr. Havner is living 
in a higher realm, the spiritual. The 
Editor is glad to have in hand one of 
his articles (and hopes to have more), 
which is entitled “Voice in the Wilder- 
ness.” It is woven around Theodore 
Roosevelt, “a colorful individualist of 
those plainer, simpler times before the 
god of regimentation was enthroned and 
‘the Organization Man’ came into his 
own. He saw what was coming and 
preached the strenuous life with its 
emphasis on rugged, old-fashioned 
Americanism.” But as is usual with 
Mr. Havner, before he gets through he 
gets right down to—or up to—practical, 
spiritual truths which are much needed 
by the Church today. 


Sermons by J. Stuart Holden.—The 
late Dr. Holden was a well-known Brit- 
ish minister and one-time chairman and 
much-appreciated speaker at the Kes- 
wick Convention. From time to time 
some of his thoughtful, deeply devo- 
tional messages have appeared in these 
columns, through the kindness of his 
former secretary, Miss Eva Bestley. The 
Times will publish the following four 
articles by Dr. Holden: 

I. THE OFFENSE OF THE CROSS 
II. THe Brevity or TIME 
III. THe MARRED VESSEL 
IV. Lire’s DESTRUCTIVE PROCESSES 


Two Anonymous Alcoholics.—A _ re- 
search engineer has made a careful, 
detailed study of two alcoholics who 
tried to overcome their habit of drink- 
ing. One sought the aid of the well- 
known organization, “Alcoholics Anony- 
mous.” The other found victory through 
receiving Christ as his Saviour, and the 
power of the indwelling Holy Spirit. 
The writer gives “a statistical appraisal 
of A.A.,” and tells of three colonies of 
mercy (including Keswick) where men 
and women, through the power of 
Christ, are delivered from slavery to 
drink. 


Can God Use the Handicapped?— 
There is a Christian man who has only 
one arm, one eye, is deaf, and has to 
follow a very careful diet. He is not a 
young man, but is approaching retire- 
ment age. If any human creature could 
find excuses not to be active in the 
Lord’s work, it certainly could be this 
man; but he is one of God’s busy serv- 
ants. His encouraging story has been 
told for the Trumes by Mrs. Hazel Thom- 
son. 


Are Christian Day Schools Successful? 
—Edmund P. Clowney, assistant profes- 
sor of Practical Theology, Westminster 
Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, has 
written an article for the Tres entitled 
“Understanding Christian Schools.” He 
tells how the movement is growing 
across our country. He writes of the 
National Union of Christian Schools and 
the National Association of Christian 
Schools, both of which can help Chris- 
tian parents to establish schools for their 
children. He gives the Scriptural back- 
ground for these schools and up-to-date 
facts concerning their status teday. 


How To Talk to Roman Catholics.— 
Dr. Miner B. Stearns, graduate of Dallas 
Theological Seminary, teacher in the 
Bible institute of the Belgian Gospel 
Mission, Brussels, and founder and di- 
rector of the Global Gospel Broadcasts, 
has had more than twenty years of mis- 


sionary experience in Ecuador and Bel- 
gium, countries dominated by Roman 
Catholicism. In a_ kindly, scholarly 
manner he writes of what Catholics do 
and do not believe, mistakes we should 
not make in witnessing to them, and how 
their errors may be exposed in the light 
of Scripture. 


The State of the Christian After Death. 
—A godly Y.M.C.A. secretary, Judson 
B. Palmer, after a night of horror that 
beggars description, lost his wife and 
only child and his home in the Gal- 
veston flood on September 8, 1900. In 
the weeks of loneliness, suffering, and 
weakness that followed he gave himself 
to a definite study of the Word in regard 
to departed believers, in order to com- 
fort his own heart. Out of this experi- 
ence came a 30-page booklet called “The 
Child of God Between Death and the 
Resurrection,” which has brought much 
comfort to sorrowing believers. The 
Times will reprint this booklet in a 
series of four articles. 


The Evangelism of Children.—Seven 
years ago THe Sunpay ScHoo.t Times 
published a series of four articles on 
evangelizing children, by Lionel A) 
Hunt, a children’s evangelist of Toronto, 
Canada. He writes, “Since that time ex- 
perience has shown that the Holy Spirit 
is moving in an unusual way where 
God’s people truly seek children for 
Him.” The Times will publish three 
articles by Mr. Hunt on these topics: 

I. Tae NEED AND OPPORTUNITY 
Il. THe MEETING OF THE NEED 
Ill. THe Fottow-Up 


The Times will publish every week 
its eleven features on the Interna- 
tional Uniform Sunday School Les- 
son; once a month “A Survey of 
Religious Life and Thought,” by 
Wilbur M. Smith; practical articles 
on church and Sunday school work; 
Bible study and missionary news; 
and many others of general interest. 





HOW TO GET ELISABETH ELLIOT’S NEW BOOK WITHOUT MONEY COST 


For each five new 13-week subscriptions to the TIMES, you may have, free, one copy 
of Elisabeth Elliot’s biography of her husband, Jim Elliot, entitled “Shadow of the 


Almighty.” 


Of course, a 13-week subscription will not cover all of the above named 


articles, but it does offer a good opportunity to introduce THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES to 
your friends, and would make a nice Christmas gift. The price of a 13-week subscription 
is $1 ($1.10 in U.S.A. dollars in Canada). 

The regular subscription rates will be found on page 885 of this issue. 


325 N. Thirteenth St. J he Sunda Ly School Times Com PANY Philadelphia 5, Pa 





876 (8) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


International Uniform Lesson 





November 29, 1958 


LESSON 11. DECEMBER 14. JESUS SHARES HIS MINISTRY 


Mark 6:6b-13, 30-44; printed text, Verses 6b-13 


Golden Text.—And Jesus . . . was moved with compassion toward them, because they were as sheep not having 


Tue KinG JAMES VERSION 
Mark 6:6b And he went round about the villages, teaching. 
7 And he called unto him the twelve, and began to send 
them forth by two and two; and gave them power over un- 


clean spirits; 


8 And commanded them that they should take nothing for 
their journey, save a staff only; no scrip, no bread, no money 


in their purse: 


9 But be shod with sandals; and not put on two coats. 
10 And he said unto them, In what place soever ye enter 
into an house, there abide till ye depart from that place. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

HEN a man shares apples with a 
W sriena he has fewer apples left 

for himself. But when our Lord 
shared His ministry with His disciples, 
He did not deprive Himself of any 
power or authority. His sharing was 
spiritual, not arithmetical. 

He shared His work with the Twelve. 
The needs of the area were _ vast. 
Teams of dedicated men could reach 
the crowds in greater numbers and 
more efficiently than one person alone. 
Moreover, the disciples needed training 
in the work of God while their Saviour 
was still in their midst. He was groom- 
ing them, eoaching them, preparing 
them for the days when He would be 
with the Father in Heaven and they 
would be left to carry on the task with- 
out His visible presence and counsel. 

He shared His wisdom with them. 
The equipment they needed, the strat- 
egy they should employ, the response 
they would meet, the conduct they 
should display—all this formed a part 
of the divine instructions He gave them. 

He shared His power, too (Mark 6:7). 
This does not mean that His own power 
was diminished. He is forever the Son 
of God. He simply gave His disciples 
authority in His name to perform mir- 
acles that would attest the truth of 
their message. 

He shared His presence with them 
(Mark 6:30, 31). When their journeys 
were ended, they gathered with their 
. Lord for a season of fellowship and 
rest. They reported the message they 
had delivered, the miracles they had 
performed, and other experiences along 
the way. The thronging crowds were 
hard at .their heels. But the Saviour 
tenderly drew them aside to the desert 
to refresh their tired bodies and spirits 
with the blessedness of His fellowship 
and encouragement. 

And then when the hordes once more 
pressed upon them, Christ was moved 
with pity (Mark 6:34). He told the 
disciples to divide the 5,000 into rows. 


a shepherd.—Mark 6:34 


11 And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear you, 


pent. 


s s Ss s 


Then He shared with the Twelve the 
loaves and fishes, which they dis- 
tributed to the hungry host. The Lord 
Jesus was concerned not only that the 
crowds be fed but that His disciples, 
witnessing the miracle, share His com- 
passion for weary, hungry, shepherd- 
less souls. 


Verse by Verse 

Mark 6:6b.—“He went round about 
the villages, teaching.” The intinerant 
ministry of Christ set the stage for the 
mission of His disciples. He set them 
an example. His personal experiences 
as well as His divine wisdom underlay 
His instructions to the Twelve. 

Verse 7.—He called . . . the twelve, 
and began to send them forth by two 
and two... gave them power over un- 
clean spirits.” The “twelve” becomes 
almost a formal title for the disciples. 
They were sent forth in pairs for a 
doubly attested witness (see Deut. 19: 
15; Rev. 11:3) and for fellowship. 
“Power” is “authority” in the Greek. 


Verse 8.—“And commanded them... 
take nothing for their journey, save a 
staff only; no scrip, no bread, no money 
in their purse.” Their mission was ur- 
gent. They must not be impeded by 
excessive equipment. The people to 
whom they witnessed would supply 
their needs. A “scrip” was a wallet or 
bag hanging by a strap from the 
shoulder (see 1 Sam. 17:40). “Purse” 
is literally “girdle,” twisted folds of the 
upper garment used as a pocket. 

Verse 9—‘“Be shod with sandals; and 
not put on two coats.” The disciples’ 
renunciation was not to go to extremes: 
our Lord was not organizing a barefoot 
sect. The men could wear sandals, 
peasants’ shoes. They were allotted 
one coat, adequate for comfort. A sec- 
ond would be an unnecessary luxury. 

Verse 10.—“He said . . . In what place 
soever ye enter into an house, there 








Dr. Woodbridge has prepared printed, 
loose-leaf outline studies of all the New Tes- 
tament Books. These are for personal Bible 
study and teaching. If interested, write for 
a descriptive folder to Dr. C. J. Woodbridge, 
P.O. Box 55, Altadena, Calif. 


when ye depart thence, shake off the dust under your feet for 
a testimony against them. Verily I say unto you, It shall be 
more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of judg- 


ment, than for that city. 
12 And they went out, and preached that men should re- 


13 And they cast out many devils, and anointed with oil 
many that were sick, and healed them. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education, 


the International 


abide ...” The disciples were not to 
be restlessly roaming abroad. Their 
effort was to be concentrated and sta- 
bilized. 

Verse 11.—‘“Whosoever shall not re- 
ceive you, nor hear you, when ye de- 
part ... . shake off the dust under your 
feet ... It shall be more tolerable for 
Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of 
judgment .. .” Our Lord knew that 
the Gospel message is divisive; some 
would reject it. Shaking off the dust 
was a sign of indignation and repudia- 
tion (see Acts 13:51). The Jews often 
shook off (as an act of contempt) Gen- 
tile dust they had picked up. The cities 
of Sodom and Gomorrha were notori- 
ous instances of infamy (Gen. 19: 1-28); 
they rejected Lot’s testimony and were 
annihilated. How much greater will 
be the condemnation of those who 
spurn the messengers of the Son of 
God! 

Verse 12.—“‘And they went out, and 
preached that men should repent.” Re- 
pentance, an initial condition of en- 
trance into the Kingdom, was the theme 
of the preaching of John the Baptist 
and of Christ at the inception of His 
ministry (Mark 1:4, 15). It means'a 
change of mental and spiritual direc- 
tion. It is no substitute for saving 
faith, but a concomitant of such faith 
(see Acts 20:21). 

Verse 13.—“They cast out many devils, 
and anointed with oil many that were 
sick, and healed them.” The disciples 
used their divinely received authority. 
Demons obeyed their commands because 
Christ was the disciples’ commander. 
Disease was conquered because Christ 
is the Great Physician. Anointing with 
‘oil had medicinal value in some in- 
stances (see Luke 10234); was an en- 
couragement to faith; and was occasion- 
ally practiced in the first century 
church (Jas. 5:14). 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The work of God moves forward as 
men of vision, power, and compassion 
transmit the flame of their devotion to 
others. The Lord Jesus set the pattern. 
The Apostle Paul followed it when he 
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Lesson for December 14 


first trained young Timothy, and finally 
instructed him to commit to “faithful 
men, who shall be able to teach others 
als6” the things which he had himself 
learned from Paul (2 Tim. 2:2). 

The lessons taught by Christ as He 
shared His ministry with the Twelve 
need renewed emphasis. 

First, the sense of urgency that must 
impel ambassadors as they preach the 
Gospel. Physical equipment is necessary, 
but not to be overemphasized. Two 
coats may bring more comfort; but 
some of the time spent in selecting the 
extra coat, cleaning and repairing it, 
might be used in witnessing for the 
Saviour. The day of grace will swiftly 
end, and the hour of judgment dawn. 
The time is short. 

Second, a divided response is to be 
expected. The “preaching of the cross 
is to them that perish foolishness” (1 
Cor. 1:18). The Sodom and Gomorrha 
of rejection and judgment still exist. 
The disciple’s task is faithfully to pre- 
sent his message, not to be disheartened 
when sinners spurn it, to rejoice when 
men welcome it, and to leave the eter- 
hal issues with God. 

Third, Christ whom they represent is 
all-powerful. His delegated authority 
is irresistible. It is a~thrill to know 
that the omnipotent Son of God is one’s 
sponsor and friend. 

Fourth, the personal presence of the 
Saviour is a vital and rewarding reality. 
As the disciples reported to their Lord, 
shared their experiences, and entered 
into joyous fellowship with Him, so His 
faithful witnesses today may find in 
Him their divine stay, solace, and re- 
treat. His “Lo, I am with you alway” 
(Matt. 28:20) is forever true. He will 
never forsake His own. 

Fifth, the desperate need of a spir- 
itually hungry and sin-sick world must 
have the priority over our own repose. 
When the crowds beckoned, the dis- 
ciples’ desert rest ended. 

Sixth, feeding needy people with the 
everlasting Bread of God requires ef- 
ficiency and order (the ranks of hun- 
dreds and fifties). It must be under- 
girded with prayer: Christ “looked up 
to heaven” (Mark 6:41) before He broke 
the loaves. It is a co-operative effort: 
believers sharing with fellow believers 
in a corporate effort. And the results? 
The fullness of satisfaction, peace, and 
joy on the part of those whose souls 
have tasted of the Bread from Heaven. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. Christ shares His power 
7-13) 

2. Christ shares His presence 
31) 

3. Christ shares the loaves and fishes 
(vv. 37-44) . 


(Mark 6: 


(vv. 30, 


Practical Applications 

You can’t take it with you! The 
disciples took adequate but not exces- 
sive equipment. May we not get so 
bogged down with things that we for- 
get our primary mission of winning 
souls to Christ. 

Never become so busy, even in church 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
10. December 7.—Jesus’ Matchless 


Power (Temperance). 
Mark 4:35 to 5:4! 


Next Week’s Lesson 


21.—Joy at the 
Luke 1 


12. December 


Saviour’s Birth. 726-56; 2:1-20 








work, that you have no time to “come 
apart” with Christ for spiritual refresh- 
ing. Great advances for God often re- 
sult from quiet, Spirit-directed retreats. 

The power that achieves for Christ 
is not human might or energy, but 
that which He Himself bestows (Mark 
6:7) for the advancement of His work. 

Our Lord’s miracles were done de- 
cently and in order (Mark 6:39, 40). 
His worship, work, and service today 
should be carried on with equal effi- 
ciency and dispatch. 

Is your heart “moved with compas- 
sion” (Mark 6:34) toward the spir- 
itually destitute? Or like the disciples 
would you “send them away” unfed? 


Topics for Development 

The Day of Judgment. Our Lord’s 
reference to this dread day (Mark 6: 
11) should be clearly understood. The 
sins of believers have already been 
judged. On the cross: the judgment was 
meted out. The penalty was death, 
visited upon Christ on their behalf. 
And when the Saviour returns, He will 
bring rewards with Him (Rev. 22:12). 
These will be given to the saints at the 
“judgment seat of Christ” (Rom. 14: 
10). 

But the unbelievers represented by 
“Sodom and Gomorrha” will experience 
a different judgment. Just as the na- 
tions will be judged when Christ ap- 
pears for the Battle of Armageddon 
(Matt. 25:31-46; Rev. 19:11-21), so all 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C, J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


HY did the disciples go forth two 
by two? 

2. What did shaking off the dust 
under the disciples’ feet imply? 

3. What is 
(Mark 6:8.) 

4. Why would it be more tolerable 
for Sodom and Gomorrha than for those 
who spurned the disciples’ message? 

5. When our Lord shared His power 
(Mark 6:7), did this mean that His own 
power was reduced? 

6. Why did Christ have compassion 
on the multitude? 

7. How does the feeding of the five 
thousand teach that Christ desires His 
work to be done in an orderly fashion? 

8. On what grounds did the disciples 
wish to dismiss the crowds unfed? 

9. What do the remaining fragments 
suggest? (Mark 6: 43.) 

10. In what way did Christ’s view- 
point with regard to the food needed 
for the multitude differ from that of 
His disciples? (Mark 6:37.) 


(Answers on page 884) 


meant by a “scrip”? 
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individuals who reject the Son of God 
will have their day of judgment. This 
will occur when the “great white 
throne” (Rev. 20:11) is set up, the 
books are opened, the verdict “guilty” 
is pronounced, and all are consigned to 
the lake of fire (Rev. 20:15). 

The Bread of Life. The feeding of 
the five thousand is described in the 
Gospels (1) as a revelation of Christ’s 
love and power; (2) as an attestation 
of His deity; (3) but also as an illus- 
tration. It is closely associated in John's 
Gospel with our Lord’s presentation of 
Himself as the Bread of Life (see John 
6: 1-58). 

The details of the miracle (Mark 6: 
34-44) suggest the life-giving and life- 
sustaining power of Christ. An acrostic 
makes the matter clear. The material 
loaves, like the Lord Jesus, were: 


B roken for the benefit of the people: 
the bread on the hillside, the body of 
Christ on Calvary. 

R eceived by the needy; the bread by 
the hungry then, the Saviour by be- 
lievers now. 

E aten by the multitude: in Galilee then, 
now by all who truly know the Lord 
(see John 6:53). 

A ssimilated by thousands: to the satis- 
faction of a crowd then, and of all 
now who spiritually appropriate the 
blessings of redemption. 

D istributed by the disciples then, and 
now by faithful witnesses to the ends 
of the earth. 


Golden Text 

Mark 6:34.—“And Jesus was 
moved with compassion toward them, 
because they were as sheep not having 
a shepherd.” He demonstrated His ten- 
der mercy by feeding the bodies of the 
poor sheep; he performed a stupendous 
miracle on their behalf. But His su- 
preme exhibition of pastoral love was 
Calvary, where He laid down “his life 
for the sheep” (John 10:11). 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcESTED HYMNS 


“More About Jesus” 
“We've a Story To Tell” 
“Jesus Calls Us” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
blessed Lord, we would know Thee bet- 
ter that we might serve Thee better. 
Forgive us for not knowing, loving, and 
serving Thee as we ought and lead us 
into a growing Christian life. To this 
end bless to us Thy Word in this lesson. 
Help us to see others through Thine 
eyes of compassion and to serve them 
in Thy Spirit. Use our missionaries in 
far lands and Thy servants in this land 
to help people to know Christ and His 
saving power. Guide and keep us 
through this week that we may leave 
undone no good we ought to do, nor do 
what we ought not to do. To the sick 
and troubled give comfort and help. 
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To doubting souls give light and faith. 
To the sin-fettered give liberation and 
bring us all at last to Thy heavenly 
Home and service, through Thy dear 
Son, our Saviour. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—In Mark 3:14 we 
read, “And he ordained twelve, that 
they should be with him, and that he 
might send them forth to preach.” Our 
lesson. describes the. first time the 
Twelve went out to preach. But they 
first had been with Jesus, learning of 
Him and being prepared to represent 
Him. And, like them, we cannot give 
Christ and His blessings to others till 
we have been to Him and with Him 


Live’ For” CHRIST 


ourselves. To bring Christ’s touch to 
others, we must have known His touch 
of blessing ourselves. 

Notice, too, these first Christian 
workers went out trusting God and 
helping each other. For this short mis- 
sion they took no money, food, or bag- 
gage, but trusted God to move people 
to meet their needs, and He did.. They 
also went in pairs to be a help each to 
the other. In God’s work we, too, are 
to look trustfully to Him to supply the 
needs of His servants and we are to 
work in co-operation, helping each 
other. 

Then, too, these first Gospel messen- 
gers served needs of both body and 
soul. Given special power to heal the 
sick, they did so. But also they called 
people to repent, to forsake sin. Today 
there are wide-open doors to Christian 
doctors and nurses to work: with others 
in healing both body and soul. Find 
Christ yourself, learn of Him, and then 
join hands with others to bring His 
healing power to bear on human need 
in this world of sin and suffering. 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And he ... began to send them 
forth .. .” (Mark 6:7).—The Lord had 
a twofold purpose in choosing the 
twelve apostles: (1) “that they should 
be with him,” and (2) “that he might 
send them forth to: preach” (3:14). 

For at least a year they had been His 
constant companions, enjoying holy fel- 
lowship with Him. They had observed 
Him under various circumstances, heard 
His parables, and beheld His miracles. 
The time had now come to “send them 
forth to preach.” Nothing prepares one 
to preach or teach today like an inti- 
mate acquaintance with Him, and with 
His Word, in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 

In sending them forth “by two and 
two,” the Lord not only arranged for 
their mutual help and comfort but also 
for the fulfillment of the Law’s require- 
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ment concerning witnesses: “the testi- 
mony of two men is true” (John 8:17). 

“This is the first definite mission of 
the Twelve, and is the small beginning 
from which has issued world-wide 
evangelization. Away up among the 
hills, not far from Moffat, is an unpre- 
tentious notice nailed to a pole, Source 
of the Tweed, and in the valley below 
the traveler will see a little stream; a 
few miles farther down is the majestic 
river which goes out to sea at Berwick. 
The greatest issues have had humble 
origins. Trickles in the mountains be- 
come torrents in the valleys” (Dr. W. 
Graham Scroggie). 

“. . and gave them power over un- 
clean spirits” (Mark 6:7).—One cannot 
read this clause without feeling that 
while the Holy One was sending His 
messengers into the villages and towns 
of Galilee, Satan—the greatest imitator 
—sent forth myriads of his unclean 
spirits to indwell many persons, with 
the purpose of making it difficult—if 
not impossible—for the Twelve to carry 
on. 

The Lord, being aware of this, gave 
the Twelve special power over unclean 
spirits, and thus they accomplished their 
mission. As workers we should be fully 
prepared for Satan’s opposition, for “we 
are not ignorant of his devices.” We 
know we wrestle against wicked spirits. 
And for this warfare, “the whole ar- 
mour of God” is given us (Eph. 6:11). 

Whenever the Lord begins a new 
work, and the prospects are bright for 
fruit, Satan attempts to hinder or im- 
itate that work. 

For “where God built a church, there 
the devil would also build a chapel . . 
Thus is the devil ever God’s ape” (Mar- 
tin Luther). 

A further thought about the Lord’s 
giving the apostles power over unclean 
spirits is this: it affords us another 
manifestation of His essential deity, for 
only God can communicate such power 
to a person. 

“And commanded them that they 
should take nothing .. . save a staff. . .” 
(Mark 6:8).—Bearing in mind the fact 
that the Twelve were only to go 
“to the lost sheep of the house of Israel” 
(Matt. 10:5, 6)-—a people in covenant 
relationship to God, a people to whom 
the King and Kingdom had been prom- 
ised—this command is not strange. 

The apostles were the King’s messen- 
gers, they preached repentance in view 
of the Kingdom and demonstrated their 
power over all opposition; it was Is- 
rael’s bounden duty to receive and 
minister to them. 

When the Lord was officially rejected 
as the King, when He was in Gethsem- 
ane, prior to His crucifixion, He com- 
pletely reversed that order (Luke 22: 
35-38) . 

Today when His missionaries go forth 
with the Gospel of the grace of God, it 
is Scriptural to send them on their 
journey “after a godly sort” (3 John 6), 
by giving them money, clothes, cars, 
medicines—yes, everything that will 


help them-to reach speedily all nations 
with the Gospel of Christ, which is “the 
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power of God unto salvation to every 
one that believeth.” For the field is 
white to harvest, the laborers are few, 
the time is short, the Lord is returning! 

Someone has said: “We must be evan- 
gelistic as well as evangelical. ‘Evan- 
gelical’ is as a reservoir of pure water 
without a pipe running anywhere. 
Climb the embankment and you will 
get a good drink. But ‘evangelistic’ is 
the reservoir with a pipe to every heart 
and nation. ‘Evangelical’ may mean 
truth on ice; ‘evangelistic’ means truth 
on fire. ‘Evangelical’ sings, ‘Hold the 
fort, for I am coming’; ‘evangelistic’ 
sings, ‘Storm the fort, for God is lead- 
ine.”” 

“And they . preached that men 
should repent” (Mark 6:12).—I under- 
stand that this means that they 
preached in such a way as to produce 
repentance—not merely that they told 
their hearers to repent. Such preach- 
ing can be done only in the Holy Spir- 
it’s power. 

It is truly said that the difference be- 
tween a Christian who lays hold of God 
and is energized by His Spirit, and one 
who does not, is the difference between 
a springing well and one which is 
choked by some obstruction. 

Wawona, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, the sixth chapter of 

Mark records the first sending forth 
of Christian missionaries. Jesus, Him- 
self, gave them their marching orders, 
sending them out two by two into sur- 
rounding territory. They fulfilled their 
mission with great faithfulness, preach- 
ing, healing the sick, and casting out 
“many devils.” It is interesting to note 
that they were instructed to take no 
money, no food, no baggage; they went 
out in faith that their Master would 
sustain them—and He did. At the same 
time they were fully equipped for the 
task. They had sound bodies, sound 
minds, loyal hearts, and the power of 
the Holy Spirit to speak clearly and 
perform miracles. It would have been 
tragic to fail. 

Every Christian is definitely commis- 
sioned to bear witness to the saving 
and keeping power of Jesus Christ, and 
he is fully equipped for it. But it is a 
common thing for church members to 
go from day to day, month to month, 
and year to year without delivering the 
message. 

Let me give you an illustration. I 
received in my mail a post card. It 
was properly addressed—name, street 
and number, town and state—but when 
I turned it over to read its message I 
found it perfectly blank. It set me to 
thinking. 

Away back somewhere in the woods 
and away back somewhere in the years, 
God started a tree. At first a tender 
shoot, then a sapling, and finally a tree. 
It took years to make that growth, in 
which operated all the wonderful proc- 
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esses arranged and set in motion by 
the Creator which contribute to the 
growth of a tree. Joyce Kilmer says 
in his celebrated poem: 

Poems are made by fools like me, 

But only God can make a tree. 

Then came men with axes and cut 
down the tree, trimmed it, and started 
it floating downstream, a log to the 
pulp mill. Many hands touched it, 
handled it, labored with it. From the 
mill it came forth in sheets of heavy 
Manila paper and was shipped to Wash- 
ington, where it was cut up into 3%” by 
514” sizes and with a pretty shade of 
green printed for post cards with the 
image of Thomas Jefferson. These were 
made up in packages of twenty-five 
and packed for shipping, 500 in boxes, 
being handled through machines de- 
vised by human skill and also handled 
by many hands. Some of these pack- 
ages came to my post} office, being 
brought by the railroad over elaborate 
and expensive equipment, operated by 
a vast organization, and handled by 
many hands. After various shiftings 
at the post office a packet or box of 
cards was sold through the window to 
a clerk and taken to some office, ad- 
dressed, and run through some sort of 
duplicating machine. One of the cards 
(the one I received) evidently failed 
to catch the typed message, but was 
mailed with its fellows at the post office, 
and there again handled in the dis- 
tribution of the mails. Finally a carrier 
trudged wearily up to my door and de- 
posited it in my mailbox, where I later 
found it and vainly speculated on what 
message it might have been intended 
to convey. But it was a dud. It had 
come all the long way through the long 
years and many processes, having 
drawn first upon the resources of Al- 
mighty God for its very existence, hav- 
ing engaged the labor, sweat, and blood 
of many hands, having enjayed the ad- 
vantages of modern machinery and 
equipment, property valued at millions 
and purchased at untold cost of money, 
genius, life, and sacrifice—yet it arrived 
without a message! 

Fellows, I wish to drive home just 
one thought from this lesson, but first 
some questions to make you think: 
What do you suppose God placed you 
here for? Why at this time and under 
these circumstances? Why did He en- 
dow you with the power to think and 
love and act and communicate? Why 
did He make you a living soul and 
stamp His own image upon you? Why 
did He redeem you through the death 
of His own precious Son? Why did He 
give you this wonderful record of His 
death and resurrection, confirming it 
by every possible proof, and place in 
your hands a commission to tell the 
story of it, witnessing by word and 
deed? Do you think that He would do 
all that with you and for you that you 
might arrive without a message? Must 
you fall to the ground a dud? 

Once when I told this story, a wise 
man suggested that after all, the hap- 
less post card had been used to a good 
purpose; which brings forward a fact 
about the Gospel that cannot be said 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


about any other philosophy of life, 
namely: even the dud can be redeemed. 
It is to the everlasting praise of our 
Lord Jesus CHrist, and to the everlast- 
ing salvation of many a poor, repentant 
sinner that “the power of his resur- 
rection” (Phil. 3:10) makes dead things 
alive. If you feel that up to this point 
your life has failed to deliver “the mes- 
sage” for which it was created and 
placed in the world, know that there is 
a chance yet. 

Fellows, the happiest thing you may 
ever try to do, if you are steadfast, will 
be to make your life bear the message 
of the Saviour. 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


AST week we read how the Lord 

Jesus stopped a storm, cast demons 
out of a man who was the terror of the 
countryside, and brought a dead child 
back to life again. What did we learn 
from these events? (That Jesus was 
God, for only God could do all these 
miracles.) Right. We can also learn 
how kind He was. 

Instead of being annoyed at the dis- 
ciples for waking Him, Jesus instantly 
stopped the storm that terrified them. 
Mark 5:19 tells us that Jesus had com- 
passion on the demon-possessed man. 
He showed His sympathy for Jairus by 
going with him to his house, and there 
restoring his daughter to - life. He 
showed His care for the girl by com- 
manding that she be given something 
to eat. 

As we study today’s lesson let us 
watch for things that reveal the heart 
of Jesus. 

First, we read Mark 6:6-13. Our 
Saviour was going about teaching, heal- 
ing, and casting out demons. Here He 
gives His apostles power to do these 
great things. This also proves that He 
was God, for only God could give men 
such power. It also shows our Saviour’s 
loving: heart. His sympathy with the 
people made Him send His apostles out 
in six teams, to multiply the work of 
preaching and healing. 

Jesus told His disciples not to set 
out on their mission weighted down 
with luggage. They had no cars such 
as we have. Their journey was to be 
on foot. How wearisome it would have 
been for them to carry suitcases along 
the hot, dusty roads of Palestine! This 
command showed the Lord’s care for 
them. Because Jesus was God, He 
could and would supply all their needs. 

Now read verse 30 of chapter 6. The 
apostles came back to tell Jesus all 
they had done and taught. What a 
sympathetic listener He was! Although 
His life was so busy, and He was con- 
stantly interrupted, He listened to all 
they told Him. Then for their sakes 
He took them to a quiet place to rest. 
Read verses 31-36. 

But when they reached the place, 
there was a whole multitude waiting 
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for Him! What a disappointment this 
must have been to the disciples! And, 
as man, Jesus needed rest and a time of 
quiet fellowship with the disciples. But 
instead of being cross at this interrup- 
tion, Jesus “was moved with compas- 
sion” and began to teach the crowd 
many things. 

There is no record that the apostles 
grumbled about the spoiling of their 
vacation. Not until evening did they 
say anything about it. When they did 
say, “Send them away,” it was not be- 
cause they were a nuisance to them, 
but because they thought they should 
go and buy food before it was too late. 

How surprised the disciples must have 
been when Jesus said, “Give ye them to 
eat’! They had seen Jesus perform 
great miracles, but not in -connection 
with food. So they had no thought of 
a miracle here. When Jesus told them 
to make the multitude sit down, they 
obeyed. Then He blessed the loaves 
and broke them, and had the disciples 
pass out the food. How do we know 
that everyone had enough to eat? 
(There were twelve baskets of scraps 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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left over.) Good thinking. Once a 
man who did not believe in miracles 
said, “The Feeding of the Five Thou- 
sand is only a parable. There was no 
real bread served. It just means that 
the people were so satisfied with the 
teachings of Jesus that they forgot their 
hunger.” A boy who heard him, asked, 
“What was in the baskets then?” Was 
not that a good question? The baskets 
of fragments proved that the food was 
real. Our Saviour’s compassionate heart 
caused Him to satisfy both the spiritual 
and the physical hunger of the multi- 
tude. 

If you are teaching a child from the 
book, “Stories I Can Read Myself About 
the Lord Jesus,” have him reread Sto- 
ries 1, 3, and 5 this week. Ask him 
questions about them. Review the 
words you have already taught him, 
then add the new word, “Lord.” You 
can make a column of the words he 
knows, printing one copy of each of 
the words he has had before, but put- 
ting in the word, “Lord,” several times. 
Ask the child to “go up and down the 
ladder.” This means to say the words, 
from the bottom to the top and back 
down again. Tell him that we always 
say words like “Jesus” and “Lord” rev- 
erently. 

Then let him make the six jars found 
in the center of the book. Encourage 
him to use bright colors and do careful 
work, so he will enjoy taking them 
home and telling the story to the family. 
Remind him of Jesus’ great power and 
of His great kindness. 

Today’s lesson reminded us of the 
Saviour’s kind and loving heart. As 
we think of that, let us sing the chorus: 

Give me a heart like Thine, 
Give me a heart like Thine, 
By Thy wonderful power, 


By Thy grace every hour, 
Give me a heart like Thine. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1959 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
How Many Have You Led?—And 

Jesus ... was moved with compassion 
toward them, because they were as 
sheep not having a shepherd (Mark 6: 
34, Golden Text). Bishop Taylor Smith 
had his Master’s passion for preaching 
the Gospel. Not long before his death 
he was taken ill in San Francisco and 
was ordered to the hospital. There two 
friends visited him. It was eleven 
o’clock at night when they reached the 
hospital. When they opened the door 
of his room, they saw the bishop with 
his two hands on the head of the nurse, 
praying earnestly on her behalf. They 
felt it was too sacred a scene to intrude. 
Later the nurse came out in tears and 
said, “That dear old man! I am the 


third nurse he has led to Christ today.” 
—From the Evangelical Christian. Sent 
by Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 
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A Fine Field—And Jesus ... was 
moved with compassion toward them, 
because they were as sheep not having 
a shepherd (Mark 6:34, Golden Text). 
One of the loveliest stories I know is 
that which Dr. Thomas Guthrie tells 
of Dr. Chalmers. In his thirty-fifth 
year he left his delightful parish in 
Forfarshire to labor among the slums of 
Edinburgh. Soon after his arrival in 
the city, one gloomy afternoon, he 
found himself looking at the filth and 
misery of Cowgate. The streets were 
a puddle, the air was thick and murky, 
the broken windows were stuffed with 
dirty rags. Everything was loathsome 
and revolting. Turning he found him- 
self face to face with Dr. Chalmers. 
The old doctor knew the task that the 
younger man had undertaken, and 
guessed the thoughts that were surging 
in his heart. Clapping him on the 
shoulder, he exclaimed: “A very fine 
field, son!” Guthrie had never thought 
of it in that light. His eyes were 
opened. He saw the mob as Chalmers 
saw it; he saw it as his Lord saw it. 
The mob was a flock that somebody 
must shepherd. And from that hour 
Guthrie ministered to the mob in those 
Edinburgh slums with new eyes and 
a tender heart, and with a most phe- 
nomenal success—From “The _ Fiery 
Crags,” by Dr. F. W. Boreham. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


A Nine-Day Journey To Learn More.— 
And he went round about the villages, 
teaching (Mark 6:6). Secretary Twenty- 
man was visiting a coastal village in 
Peru. During one of his meetings sev- 
eral Indians came in and sat quietly. 
When he spoke to them he found they 
had come eight or nine days’ journey 
from the high Andes because several 
months previously they had bought a 
Bible from a colporteur. They had 
read it every evening among them- 
selves, and at length decided to make 
the long trip to the coast in order to 
make public profession of their faith 
and to learn more.—From Bible Society 
Record. Sent by M. Irene Jury, Glen- 
dale, Calif. 


Where Are the “Available” Ones?— 
And he called unto him the twelve, and 
began to send them forth (Mark 6:7). 
After making his seven-day simulated 
air trip to the moon, Airman Don Farrel 
repeated the offer he had made before 
that “take-off’—“I would really and 
truly like to make that first trip to the 
moon. I’m available if they want me.” 
Reports tell of 1,300 volunteers in Russia 
for the first trip to outer space. Where 
are the masculine Christian young men 
“available” for those vast unentered 
areas within a few hours’ flight, where 
Christ has never been named?—From 
the Prairie Overcomer. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. Prize il- 
lustration. 


Their Special Preparation.—And com- 
manded them that they should take 
nothing for their journey, save a staff 
only ... (Mark 6:8). The early disci- 
ples of Jesus may truly be described 
as “soldiers without swords.” In obe- 
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dience to their Lord’s command they 
went into every town and place where 
He was about to come, sent as lambs 
in the midst of wolves. Soldiers they 
were to be, indeed, but soldiers of a 
higher order, using weapons more ef- 
fective than steel. It was a spiritual 
armor consisting of the girdle of truth, 
the breastplate of righteousness, the 
shoes of peace, the shield of faith, the 
helmet of salvation, and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the Word of God.— 
From Marion (Ohio) Star. Sent by 
Leslie E. Dunkin, South Bend, Ind. 


On Business for the Firm.—And who- 
soever shall not receive you, nor hear 
you, when ye depart thence, shake off 
the dust under your feet for a testimony 
against them (Mark 6:11). A traveling 
salesman was telling a friend about the 
treatment received in a certain business 
house at the hands of a member of the 
establishment with whom he had come 
in contact. The rudeness and injustice 
recited stirred the listener to protest. 
“And you did nothing about it after- 
ward? You let it go too easily! A fel- 
low like that deserves to be taught a 
lesson.” “Yes, but—I’m not here to 
avenge personal wrongs, you know; I’m 
on business for the firm,” answered the 
salesman.—From Christian Age. Sent 
by Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


Their Names Unknown, but Their 
Work Lives On.—They went out, and 
preached . (Mark 6:12). Wycliffe 

. believed that the Reformation in 
England was more promoted by the 
labors of the poor men, whom he sent 
out from Lutterworth, than by his own. 
He gathered round him a number of 
the poor people whom he instructed in 
the faith, and then he sent them two 
and two into every village, as Jesus did. 
They went into the marketplace and 
they gathered the people around; they 
opened the book and read a chapter, 
and then they left a manuscript of it, 
which for months and years afterward 
the people would assemble to read, and 
would remember the gospellers that 
had come to tell them the Gospel of 
Christ. These men went from market- 
place to marketplace, from town to 
town, and from village to village, and 
though their names are unknown to 
fame, they were the real reformers. 
You may talk of Cranmer and Latimer 
and Ridley; they did much, but the 
real reformers of the English nation 
were people whose names have perished 
from the annals of time, but are written 
in the records of eternity —From “Spur- 
geon’s Sermons.” Sent by Grace, Robin- 
son, Topeka, Kans. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Jesus Sends Out His Disciples 
(Mark 6:7-13, 30) 
HRISTMAS quiz: Who is this baby 
in His mother’s arms? (Or in a 
manger—referring to the nativity pic- 
ture encircled by a wreath, suggested 
for the last lesson.) Yes, Jesus. Why 




















Lesson for December 14 


was He named that? (Matt. 1:21.) Why 
did people need to be saved from sin? 
(Rom. 6:23; Rev. 20:15.) What did He 
call Himself when He was grown up? 
(Mark 2:28.) That was because He was 
born as a human being like us. How 
did He grow as a boy? (M.V., Luke 2: 
40. M.V. indicates a review Memory 
Verse.) Though most people who saw 
Him did not know it, He was also Son 
of ....? Yes, Son of God. Find what 
the angel told His mother before He 
was born—the first part of Luke 1: 
32 and the last part of verse 35. Where 
was He before He was born on earth? 
(John 1:1.) Who told Him on earth 
that He was God’s Son? (Review in- 
cident and M.V., Matt. 3:17.) Who 
tried to get Him to sin because He 
was God’s Son and had power? (Matt. 
4:1-11.) Whom did He call to follow 
Him and help Him bring people to 
God? (Mark 1:16-20.) How did He 
tell them to be happy and to be called 
God’s children? (M.V., Matt. 5:8, 9.) 
How did the Lord Jesus show people 
He was God’s Son? (Miracles men- 
tioned in recent lessons.) What prom- 
ises did He make about life and death? 
(Review points brought out in the last 
lesson.) How did He prove He could 
keep His promises? (Miracles of rais- 
ing the dead on earth. Mark 5:41, 42.) 
Do you need to be afraid of death? 
(M.V., Mark 5:36.) 

What is that I hear? A cone on our 
wreath speaking! (If the wreath has 
berries, adapt the following. Use a dif- 
ferent tone from your natural voice.) 
I am a cone on this evergreen Christmas 
wreath. Do you know where I came 
from? Our Lord made me. He has 
life—everlasting life. He put life in 
me—plant life. He put life in you— 
human life. He made us evergreens 
that picture His special eternal life, 
which will not die but go on living 
forever and ever and ever in Heaven. 
He came to give it to you, so you could 
be born as sons of God, have His life, 
and live forever and ever, too (John 
1:3, 4, 12, 13). I am just a cone on this 
evergreen wreath. But do you know 
what? I have seeds in me! One under 
every scale! When fF get ripe, I open 
up, and out go my seeds. Some stay 
right nearby where they fall. Some 
sail off on the wind to new places. 
Squirrels carry some to strange places. 
Boys carry me miles, even to another 
state or country, where my seeds may 
fall into the ground. Then new ever- 
greens grow; here, there, far away! 
So we pass on our evergreen life to 
many places. Are you a seed carrier, 
too? Our Lord gives the seed, the 
Word of God, to drop into many lives. 
Remember His story about that? Now 
read in your Bibles to see how He sent 
out His first “cones of seed.” Mark 











Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors: and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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will tell you about it. (Read Mark 6: 
7-13, 30.) 

Do you know what happened to 
Sodom and Gomorrah? (Gen. 19:24, 25.) 
The lake of fire and brimstone is for 
the Devil and all those whose names 
are not “written in the book of life” 
(Rev. 20:10, 15). Do you not want to 
carry the’ seed of eternal life so boys 
and girls will live forever with the 
Lord Jesus? As you talk about Christ- 
mas, tell what the Lord Jesus has 
brought you. Tell them this life is for 
them, too, if they only believe and 
have their sins forgiven. 

“Ye are my friends, if ye do whatso- 
ever I command you” (John 15:14, 
Memory Verse). Move your bookmarks 
to the stories of the Lord’s sending out 
His seed (Matt. 10:1; Mark 6:7; Luke 
9:1) and to our Memory Verse (John 
15:14). 


Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


TIS always fun to suppose, isn’t it? 

So, let us suppose something right 
now. Suppose you were in New Jersey 
and you learned that a blizzard was go- 
ing to hit the city of Chicago tonight. 
Suppose you knew that this was going 
to be one of the worst storms in history 
—that it might become impossible for 
the people of Chicago to go to work to- 
morrow morning, or to get to the stores 
to buy food. If you were the only one 
who knew all of this, what would you 
do? Certainly you would not wait to 
put it in the paper. Nor would you try 
to phone each person in Chicago. What 
would be the quickest way of letting 
everyone know about the unusual 
storm? You would rush down to the 
radio and television studios and give 
the information to the men in charge 
and ask them to send the message to 
Chicago. Radio and television, you see, 
are the best methods we have today of 
sending news around the world. 

But suppose you wanted to get some 
important news to Indians living deep 
in the heart of Brazil. There is no elec- 
tricity, no television, no radio that 
would reach those Indians. As a mat- 
ter of fact, unless there is a place for a 
plane to land, the only possible way to 
reach those Indians is by canoe or on 
foot. How, then, would you get a mes- 


* sage to them? You would have to hire 


someone to take the message or you 
would have to take it yourself. 

In the very long ago when the Lord 
Jesus was here on earth, there was only 
one possible way of sending news from 
place to place. It had to be taken by 
men. The Lord Jesus wanted everyone 
everywhere in His day to know that He 
had come from God. He chose twelve 
to help Him. He sent them out two by 
two, telling them what to preach and 
what to do. He told them not to take 
any money with them, nor food. They 
were to trust God to care for them. 
This He would do by causing some who 
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CHRISTIANS: ‘“‘Let your light shine” by send- 
ing beautiful Scripture cards—-Christmas and 
Everyday cards—Notes, Stationery, Boxed. Com- 
plete line every type card. Catalog on request. 
Prov. 17:17—‘“A friend loveth at all times.” 
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loved Him to invite the messengers into 
their homes. 

So out they went, these Twelve who 
had been taught by the Son of God, 
Himself. What wonderful news they 
carried! How exciting it must have 
been to them to tell those who never 
before had heard, that the Son of God 
had come to earth! Every place they 
went they explained that men and 
women and boys and girls were to re- 
pent, that is, be truly sorry for their 
sins and turn from them. It was much 
the same message as Isaiah the prophet 
had given long, long before, “Let the 
wicked forsake his way, and the un- 
righteous man his thoughts: and let 
him return unto the Lord, and he will 
have mercy upon him; and to our God, 
for he will abundantly pardon” (Isa. 
55:7). 

Many who heard the good news from 
the disciple messengers believed on the 
Lord Jesus. The disciples were truly 
happy, you may be sure, to have given 
out God’s message. When they returned 
to the Lord Jesus, they excitedly told 


Him all that they had been able to do- 


through the help which they knew had 
come from Him. 

Messengers are still carrying the good 
news of the Saviour who is willing and 
eager to forgive sin. It is true that the 
Gospel news does go out on the radio. 
It is unfortunately true that those who 
greatly need the Gospel often do not 
listen to it on the radio nor do they go 
to churches where they may hear ,the 
news. There are thousands and thou- 
sands and thousands of people through- 
out the world who do not have radios 
or cannot get to church. What about 
them? The only way they may ever 
hear the Gospel news is for someone—a 
messenger—to tell them. 

In the eastern half of Pennsylvania 
this past summer, forty-eight messen- 








This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 879) 


1. For fellowship and twofold wit- 
ness. 

2. Rejection, repudiation of those 
who refused to receive them. 

3. A wallet or bag. 

4. Sodom and Gomorrha rejected the 
witness of Lot; these rejected the rep- 
resentatives of the Son of God. 

5. No, for He is the eternal Son of 
God. 

6. He saw them as hungry “sheep 
not having a shepherd” (Mark 6:34). 

7. The people sat down in numerical 
companies and ranks; the disciples dis- 
tributed the food to the multitude. 

8. The “desert place” and the late- 
ness of the hour (Mark 6:35). 

9. That when the Son of God blesses, 
He does so abundantly. 

10. Their outlook was governed by 
finances and visible quantities of food; 
He saw the situation from the stand- 
point of infinite, divine power. 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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gers went out two by two. They went 
from village to village and up and 
down country roads and on city streets, 
telling again and again the story of 
Jesus and His love. To their surprise 
they found hundreds of children who 
had never once been in Sunday school. 
And yet, like the disciples of old, they 
found that almost always children were 
eager to receive the Saviour. It would 
be a wonderful thing if this week you 
would be a messenger for the Lord 
Jesus. You can be, if you will! 


MILLERSVILLE, PA. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, December 14 


2.1 Have a Book 


(Psa. 119:9-16; John 20:30, 31; 
2 Tim. 3:14-17) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

EW of us who live in the United 

States of America have the slight- 
est conception of what it means to be 
without the Bible. Many of us have 
had it in our homes from the time we 
can first remember anything, and, even 
in some homes where it is not honored 
very much, a copy of the Bible is 
there, even if tucked away in a drawer 
somewhere. We have heard it read in 
church and Sunday school from child- 
hood, and doubtless most of us have 
owned a copy of our own for a long 
while. Thus we sort of take the Bible 
as a matter-of-fact part of our lives. 
Yet the Bible is one of the most re- 
markable gifts that God has given to 
man. In spite of the fact that some 
men have sought by every means they 
could devise to destroy it, God has pre- 
served it down through the centuries 
and we have it today in translations 
that are amazingly accurate and differ- 
ing in not a single point that is vital 
or essential. 

% 

All that we know about God, we 
learn from this Book. It tells us where 
man came from, how he may here and 
now live acceptably to his Creator, and 
it tells us what is our destiny. 

ye 

Although the Bible was_ written 
through the instrumentality of thirty- 
five or more men in thirty-nine books 
of the Old Testament and twenty-seven 
in the New, over a period of some 
fifteen centuries, it has a central theme 
and a unity that establishes its own 
claim for its origin—the Holy Spirit of 
God. “All scripture is given by in- 
spiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness: that 
the man of God may be perfect, 
throughly furnished unto all good 
works” (2 Tim. 3:16, 17); “No prophecy 
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of the scripture is of any private in- 
terpretation. For the propMecy came 
not in old time by the will of man: 


but holy men of God spake as they , 


were moved by the Holy Ghost” (2 Pet. 
1:20, 21). 
we 

Not the least among the many rea- 
sons for believing the Bible to be just 
what it claims to be, the Word of God, 
is the influence it has upon the lives of 
those who accept and follow its teach- 
ings. It claims to reveal man’s lost 
condition (Gal. 3:22) and to show the 
way of salvation (2 Tim. 3:15). It 
claims to produce faith (John 20:31; 
Rom. 10:17). It claims to illuminate 
the path of life (Psa. 119:130). It 
claims to admonish and build up and 
to instruct and to promote growth (1 
Cor. 10:11; 2 Tim. 3:16; Rom. 15:4; 
1 Pet. 2:2). It says that it will rejoice 
the heart (Psa. 19:8); and that it will 
produce patience, comfort, and hope 
(Rom. 15:4). When faithfully read, 
meditated upon, and obeyed, countless 
thousands have found that it will do all 
these things that it says it will do. 

ge , 

But it is important that we _ see 
clearly that all of these marvelous re- 
sults promised in the Word of God will 
never be ours experimentally unless we 
study God’s Word day by day for our- 
selves. Henry W. Frost in his “Outline 
Bible Studies” (now out of print) points 
out that the Bible should be studied: 

1. From a personal standpoint, “Sanc- 
tify them through thy truth: thy word 
is truth” (John 17:17); and “Take heed 
unto .. . the doctrine” (1 Tim. 4:16). 

2. Reverently: “Search the scriptures” 
(John 5:39). 

3. Prayerfully: “Open thou mine eyes, 
that I may behold wondrous things out 
of thy law” (Psa. 119:18). 

4. Dependently: “But the natural man 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit 
of God; for they are foolishness unto 
him: neither can he know them, be- 
cause they are spiritually discerned” 
(1 Cor. 2:14). 

5. Humbly: “If any man think that 
he knoweth any thing, he knoweth 
nothing yet as he ought to know” (1 
Cor. 8:2); “We know in part, and we 
prophesy in part” (1 Cor. 13:9); “Now 
I know in part” (1 Cor. 13:12). 

6. Obediently: “If any man will do 
his will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God” (John 7:17). 

7. In order to discern Christ: “Search 
the scriptures; . . . and they are they 
which testify of me” (John 5:39); “And 
beginning at Moses and all the prophets, 
he expounded unto them in all the 
scriptures the things concerning him- 
self” (Luke 24:27). 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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There is no limit to what we may 
ask and expect of our glorious El- 
Shaddai; and there is but one measure 
here given for His blessing, and that 
is “according to the power that work- 
eth in us.”-—A. B. Simpson. ’ 
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Watch Night Meeting 
(Continued from second page) 


8. They all had burning hearts, and 
their lips were touched with fire from 
above. 

9. They received Christ’s rebukes and 
counsel humbly. 

10. They obeyed His commands imme- 
diately and were astoundingly blessed. 

This original revival of the early 
church gives churches for all time the 
pattern of the work of the Spirit that 
gives Christ glory in the Church. Only 
as ministers pursue the same course to 
revival as that followed by. original 
believers will they have a visit from 
the glorious Saviour in awakening, re- 
newing, and quickening souls. All sub- 
stitutes for a real watch night meeting 
will fail.. Bringing people together who 
want only “loaves and fishes” and have 
little interest in the person and power 
of the glorious Saviour and Lord will 
fail. 

But you say: “Then you mean no re- 
freshments on watch night?” No, I do 
not mean that. The Lord served re- 
freshments quite often. He served them 
in “the upper 'room,” “on the seashore,” 
and “ate and drank” with the disciples 
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on occasion during His forty days with 
them in His glorified body. 

Refreshments are all right if kept in 
their inferior place. But spiritual in- 
terest must be uppermost. Let eating 
and drinking be incidental and not the 
lure. Make everything of the Lord and 
what He wants in the life of His people. 
Get His Church to walk in the light 
and to glorify God in body, soul, and 
spirit. Build your church of “gold, sil- 
ver, precious stones,” and get rid of the 
“wood, hay, stubble.” 

Ministers have a grave duty. They 
must be “warning every man, and 
teaching every man in all wisdom; that 
we may present every man perfect in 
Christ Jesus: whereunto I also labour, 
striving according to his working, which 
worketh in me mightily” (Col. 1:28, 29). 

We have only One to please. Please 
not yourselves. Suit not the whims of 
the flesh. The Devil watches to see 
which way you lean. If you incline to 
the Spirit, he will oppose you; if to the 
flesh, he will give great encouragement. 
You must choose your way as to whom 
you will please. 

This watch night be sure that the 
angels of God are present, that the Book 
of God records your meeting together, 
and that the Spirit of God may have 
joy and not grief. And remember that 
your church will not be awakened from 
her slumbers with a sedative, but a 
divinely prescribed tonic. 

Leaflets and posters to be used in 
announcing Watch Night services may 
be obtained from the Great Commis- 
sion Prayer League, 808 N. LaSalle St., 
Chicago 10. As many as are needed by 
any pastor for his church will be sent 
free upon request, but donations for 
postage and printing will be appreci- 
ated, since the League is a nofprofit or- 
ganization supported by voluntary con- 
tributions. 
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ll. Postmillennialism Again 
(Continued from page 873) 


ficulties to the premillennial view is 
the thought that at the end of the 
thousand years of blessedness there is 
to be a final rebellion (Rev. 20:7, 8; 
Ezek. 38 and 39). Boettner says, “Once 
the hard-fought battle is over and such 
a magnificent victory won, we may be 
sure that it will be properly safe- 
guarded, and that the Devil will never 
again be allowed to rise as a serious 
contender against God. . . . there is no 
reason to believe that those enemies, 
having once been conquered, will ever 
again be permitted to rise up and re- 
new the battle” (p. 76). 

This is, indeed, reasoning a priori. 
If God were finite in power, the argu- 
ment might carry some weight. It is 
almost as though the postmillennialists 
would say: “God is desperately strug- 
gling to get things into His hands again. 
If He ever succeeds, or when He suc- 
ceeds, we may be sure that He will 
never again make the mistake of per- 
mitting Satan to tempt man to his 
downfall.” 
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On Aug. 16th we announced a 


NEW RESTFUL RECORD 
WORDS DISTINCT 
TUNE CLEAR 
TEN GRAND OLD HYMNS OF 
CONSECRATION 
and 
CHRISTIAN PEACE 


10” 33 1/3 RPM Long Playing 
YOUR RESPONSE WAS FINE 


ONE MOTHER heard our record 
and ordered two extra as 
PRESENTS FOR DAUGHTERS 


ANOTHER PURCHASER HAS WRITTEN: 
“Have played it over and over. 
| love its clarity and 
the way songs | love are sung,” 
then ordered two more as 
PRESENTS FOR FRIENDS. 
ORDER YOURS NOW. You may want 
more FOR CHRISTMAS. 
$3. Postpaid U. S. A. 
Mention this magazine. 


LIVING HYMNS RECORDINGS 
Chamblee, Georgia 














DID WISE MEN VISIT BETHLEHEM? 


Truts versus TRADITION 
Illustrated booklet, with envelope, 25c, coin. 
H. J. DANCE, 137 Euclid Ave. New Castle, Pa. 








BEREAN BIBLE SCHOOL 
1020 S. Hall Street Allentown, Pa. 
Jansen E. Hartman, President 
EVANGELICAL PREMILLENNIAL 
Offering three-year courses in Theology, Mis- 

sions, and Christian Education. 
Further information given on request 














A SPIRITUAL CLINIC 
By J. O. Sanders, General Director, CIM-OMF 
The problems of Christian discipleship are here 
squarely faced and thoroughly discussed. 19 help- 
ful chapters on Overcoming Tension and Strain, 
The Strategic Use of Time, etc. 160 pages, clear 
type, board covers. $2.75 
CHINA INLAND MISSION BOOK DEPARTMENT 
237 West School Lane, Philadelphia 44, Pa. 
1058 Avenue Road, Toronto 12, Ont. 





On the contrary, does it not seem ap- 
propriate that God would vindicate His 
redemptive program at the end of 
world history by showing to all intel- 
ligences in the universe that the story 
of Genesis three is true, and that even 
under perfect conditions innumerable 
multitudes of men will turn their backs 
upon God? The rebellion of Gog and 
Magog at the end of world history is 
but an underscoring in fire of the “mar- 
velous grace of our loving Lord.” 

I should like to close this review with 
a suggestion that Boettner emphasizes 
(p. 8). It takes time for the historical 
Church to clarify its thinking on great 
doctrines. In the providence of God, 
and under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, it took the Church three hun- 
dred years to define the doctrine of 
the Trinity and come to a precise 
understanding of the teaching of the 
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Scriptures on that subject. It was not 
until the Council of Chalcedon, A.D. 
451, that the Scriptural doctrine of the 
one'‘person and two natures of Christ 
was precisely enunciated. The doctrine 
of justification by faith was held by 
God’s people in simple faith, but pro- 
claimed in ambiguous language until 
the Protestant Reformation. It is not 
surprising that the doctrine of “last 
things” is not clear to all God’s people. 
We teachers who have spent many 
years in the study of eschatology, least 
of all, should take an arrogant or su- 
percilious attitude. There are God- 
fearing, Bible-believing, Gospel-preach- 
ing men who simply do not see what 
we believe the Bible so clearly sets 
forth. What is needed is a genuine 
meeting of minds and exchange of 
thoughts among those who truly love 
the Lord and believe the Word. It is 
not too much to hope that relative 
unanimity among Bible-believing people 
may some day be attained even in this 
difficult field. 

The eighth chapter of Romans clearly 
and distinctly teaches that this created 
world is to enjoy a period of glorious 
liberty and blessedness after the Lord’s 
return (See especially vv. 19-21). The 
twentieth chapter of Revelation (called 
“difficult” by the postmillenarians) is 
not difficult in the least if we take it in 
its plain, obvious, grammatical, histori- 
cal meaning. 

Sr. Louis, Mo. 


* 
Children at Home 


The Good Neighbors 
By Joan L. Oppenheimer | 


OHNNY came bursting into the kit- 
chen where Mother was baking 
cookies. , 

“There’s a new boy in school. His 
name is Bill. He lives two blocks 
over, and he wants me to come over 
and play. May I? May I have a cooky, 
too?” 

Mother smiled as Johnny paused for 
breath. She nodded as he reached for 
a cooky. 

“He’s awful nice, Mom. I fell off my 
bike on the way home and scraped my 
knee. See?” Johnny displayed a band- 
aged knee importantly. “We stopped at 
his house so’s he could fix it. His Mom 
helped, but Bill did most of it.” 

“They’re good neighbors, aren’t they?” 
said Mother. 

“Not neighbors, Mom. They live two 
blocks over.” 

“They were nice to you, weren’t 
they?” Mother asked quietly. “Didn't 
they help you when you needed help?” 








More prayer, more exercise of faith, 
more patient waiting, and the result 


will .be blessing. Thus I have found it. 


many hundreds of times, and therefore 
I continually say to myself, “Hope thou 
in God.”—George Mueller. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


“Yes,” said Johnny. “Sure.” 

“Don’t you remember your Sunday 
school lesson about the Good Samari- 
tan? Didn’t the Lord Jesus explain 
that the Good Samaritan was a ‘neigh- 
bor’ to the man who fell among thieves 
and was hurt?” ; 

Johnny nodded and grinned. “Then 
being a good neighbor means more than 
just living next door. It means helping. 
people.” 

“Exactly,” said Mother. 

“Well, Bill’s a good neighbor, all right, 
‘cause he did a slick job on my knee. 
Didn’t hurt a bit. How about my tak- 
ing a cooky to him, h’m?” 

Mother tweaked Johnny’s ear. “Take 
two cookies,” she laughed, “and one 
more for you for learning that Sunday 
school lesson all over again!” 


Cuuta Vista, CALIF. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. - 





Readings on the International 
sons, issued by the International 
Sunday School son Committee. 


December 8 to 14 


*Mon., Dec. 8.—Mark 6:1-6. . 
Sharing but Rejected. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They were of- 
fended at him.” Christ’s loving min- 
istries were wickedly unwanted by 
fellow members of His synagogue at 
Nazareth. His share in service was un- 
welcome. He was rejected by them that 
were His own. Do not be surprised if 
you and your talents are unwanted. 
Spiritual people are misunderstood. 
“He that is spiritual judgeth all things, 
yet he himself is judged of no man” 
(1 Cor. 2:15). Pray for more Christlike 
meekness. 
Tues., Dec. 9.—Mark 6:7-13. 
A Preaching Mission. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He called unto 
him the twelve, and began to send 
them forth by two and two; and gave 
them power over unclean spirits.” 
Many great spiritual movements have 
come into existence from a thrust by 
opponents. It was so after our Lord’s 
rejection at Nazareth, and also in the 
experience of apostles and reformers. 
The enemy means you harm; but the 
Lord turns all into blessings. Note 
Paul’s experience: “Thanks be unto 
God, which always causeth us to tri- 
umph in Christ, and maketh manifest 
the savour of his knowledge by us in 
every place” (2 Cor. 2:14). Pray that 
you may learn how to “glory in tribu- 
lations” and triumph despite them 
(Rom. 5:3). 


Wed., Dec. 10.—Mark 6:30-34. 


—. Bible 
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Sharing With Compassion. 


PrayYeR SuccesTions: “And Jesus, 
when he carte out, saw much people, 
and was moved with compassion to- 
ward them, because they were as sheep 
not having a shepherd: and he’ began 
to teach them many things.” Multi- 
tudes still are woefully neglected by 
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those whom God has called to feed His 
sheep. The title “shepherd” literally 
means “a feeder of sheep.” Millions of 
workers in our land are never reached 
with the Gospel. All are bound for the 
world to come. Whither bound? We, 
need some of the Lord’s compassion, 
Let us not allow souls to slip: into per- 
dition without a qualm of conscience, 
“Teach them many things.” Pray that 
God will make you a soul-winner. 


Thurs., Dec. 11.—Mark 6:35-44. 
Sharing Food 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS; “How many 
loaves have ye? go and see. And when 
they knew, they say, Five, and two 
fishes.” Mark does not mention the 
boy who surrendered his lunch to the 
Saviour. God’s Book records it and 
lets us know of its rewards. That boy's 
gift is a lesson to all Christians. Liber- 
ality is a mark of spirituality. Giving 
indicates, more than words, the real 
state of one’s heart. (See Matt. 25:34- 
45.) Pray for a more generous spirit. 


Fri., Dec. 12.—Acts 20:17-21, 32-35. 
An Apostle’s Example. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye know, from 
the first day that I came into Asia, 
after what manner I have been with 
you at all seasons.” Paul walked care- 
fully in the footprints of the Lord. All 
who follow Paul do the Lord’s work 
well. Walking as he did in Christ's 
steps makes ministers ensamples to 
their members and all who come to 
know them. Let ministers be careful 
to read, mark, and observe the Lord's 
precepts. Revivals will spring like grass 
in springtime if ministers walk with 
the Lord. Pray for your beloved pastor. 


Sat., Dec. 13.—Rom. 15:1-6. 
Together Glorify God 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Now the God of 
patience and consolation grant you to 
be likeminded one toward another ac- 
cording to Christ Jesus: that ye may 
with one mind and one mouth glorify 
God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” The best picture of chureh 
unity is seen in the state of the infant 
church of Christ as it was at the end 
of the risen Lord’s forty days among 
them. The disciples had been badly 
divided before they met their riset 
Lord, but now they were there all “ol 
one accord, [and] of one mind.” There 
is nothing like a meeting with the rised 
Saviour for uniting Christians. Pray 
for more love to all who are for Christ 


Sun., Dec. 14.—Matt. 9:35-38. 
Multitudes in Nee 

PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “The harvest 
truly is plenteous, but the labourers ar¢ 
few.” The church today needs ope? 
air’ treatment. She seems more occt 
pied with things within than t 
greater things without. The servant 
bidden to invite guests to the gre 
supper had a doleful report. The Lo 
gave them the secret of success whe 
He said, “Go out into the highways. at 
hedges, and compel them to come ij 
that my house may be filled.” ' 
Lord’s cause will never prosper apa 
from a spreading evangelism. Pray fo 
reapers for the Lord’s harvest. 














